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Advisor to Lieutenant Governor Farooq Khan today officially 
inaugurated ten days marketing exhibition organised 

by Jammu and Kashmir Scheduled Caste, Schedule 
Tribe & Backward Classes Development Corporation 

in collaboration with National Minorities Finance and 
Development Corporation New Delhi,   | Page 07

advisor Farooq inaugurates ten days marketing exhibition Lt Governor Joins Dandi March at Surya Mandir, 
Borsad, Gujarat

Various projects under execution to make Srinagar a 
smart city: SMC Commissioner 
From establishing street vending zones, to constructing toilets, 
procuring new machines, and bringing accountability into the 
functioning of Srinagar Municipal Corporation will help   |  Page 03

Body of a youth was recovered under mysterious 
circumstances in the premises of a hospital in south 

Kashmir district of Kulgam on Friday, official sources 
said. They said panic gripped in district hospital, 

Kulgam, when a body was found in the  |  Page 05

No threat to 
amarnath yatra : dGP

 

Ishtiyaq Ahmad

Srinagar, Mar 19: Lieutenant 
Governor Manoj Sinha will meet 
top central ministers in New Del-
hi to brief them on security and 
financial aspects of the situation 
in Jammu and Kashmir. Sinha, 
who is on a visit to various states 
including Gujarat and Delhi, is 
likely to stay in the union capital 
till Sunday. On Friday, he was in 
Gujarat and will go to New Delhi 
on Saturday.

 Sinha’s visit comes two days 
after the Rs 1, 08,621 crore bud-
get of Jammu and Kashmir was 
tabled in the Parliament by Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman. Sources said that Lieu-

tenant Governor would discuss 
the overall developments with 
the senior functionary of the cen-
tral government.

LG would stay in Delhi for a 
couple of days wherein he will 
also discuss the security situa-
tion with the central ministers 
and other functionaries. In ab-
sence of the Legislature in the 
union territory of Jammu and 

Kashmir, its budget was tabled 
on Wednesday and passed in the 
Parliament.

The Rs 1, 08,621 crore budget 
was tabled with a provision of Rs 
200 crore for recently constituted 
20 District Development Coun-
cils (DDCs) and Rs 71.25 crore for 
285 Block Development Councils 
(BDCs) as development fund.

Sources said that Lieutenant 
Governor could also meet some 
Central Ministers to discuss the 
security situation in Jammu 
and Kashmir, both in the hinter-
land as well as the Line of Con-
trol (LoC). Sinha has described 
the Rs 1, 08,621 crore budget as 
“quite significant”, which 

See LG to on pg 2...

 LG to meet top central ministers in New Delhi
Investing money in infrastructure projects, security likely to be discussed

Nasir Azam

Srinagar, Mar 19: Jammu & 
Kashmir Union Territory is 
“slipping” into a “debt trap” as 
its liabilities have mounted over 
Rs 83000 crore. Official docu-
ments lay bare that J&K’s liabil-
ities have piled up to Rs 83573 by 
2019-20- up by Rs 4513 crore from 
preceding financial year. The 
overall debt outstanding against 
J&K government was Rs 79060 

crore by 2018-19.
 According to the documents, 

Rs 13487 crore liabilities were 
raised by J&K in 2018-19 and Rs 
11999 crore in 2019-20. The liabil-
ities include Rs 34291 crore mar-
ket borrowings, Rs 1237 crore 
loans from Centre, Rs 3370 crore 
special securities issued to the 
National Small Saving Fund, Rs 
3574 borrowings from financial 
institutions/ banks, Rs 692 

See J&K on pg 2...

 J&K slipping into ‘debt trap’
Liabilities mount over Rs 83000 crore

Srinagar, Mar 19: Lakhs of people today celebrated 
following Friday of Mehraj-un-Nabi with religious 
fervor and gaiety in the Kashmir valley, where night 
prayers in shrines and other worship places were not 
held due to COVID-19 pandemic.

 The main congregation was held at Aasar-e-Sharief 
Hazratbal on the bank of Dal Lake, which houses the 
Holy Relic of Prophet Muhammad.

Thousands of people, including women and chil-
dren, joined the Friday prayers at Hazratbal shrine, 
where devotees had the “Deedar” glimpse of Holy Relic  
after the prayers. Devotees had the glimpse of Deedar 
of Holy Relic after  “Fajr” (morning prayers). The pro-
cess will continue till “Ishaa” (night) prayers.

 he authorities had made all arrangements, includ-
ing security, transport, electricity, water and medical 
for the devotees, who had gathered from all parts of the 
valley. Several government departments and NGO’s 
had set up stalls for the devotees. Dozens of vendors 
had also set up their stall, selling their products out-

side the shrine complex.
 Similar Friday prayers were held at historic Jamia 

Masjid, shrines of Hazrat Mehboob-ul-Aalam, 
See Following on pg 2...

SO NEWS DESK

NEW DELHI: The Jammu and Kashmir Na-
tional Conference on Friday stated that the 
J&K Budget 2021-22 has failed to enthuse stake-
holders, saying the budget was 
prepared with no public partic-
ipation and consultation with 
stakeholders.

 Speaking on the discussions 
on annual budgetary alloca-
tions to Jammu and Kashmir in 
the Lok Sabha, Party’s Member 
of Parliament from Anantnag 
Hasnain Masoodi said the budget has dis-
mayed stakeholders whose grievances were 
not taken into consideration before presenting 

the budget. He said that the 5th August uncon-
stitutional decision had pushed Jammu and 
Kashmir from democracy to unrepresentative 
bureaucratic rule.

 “The people voiced their disapproval of 5th 
August decisions in DDC elec-
tions as the Party in power got 
mere 3 percent votes in Kash-
mir despite mobilization of all 
resources. This apart from the 
statistics of the last one and half 
year show that the ground situa-
tion has gone from bad to worse. 
There has been upswing in mil-

itancy related incidents, increase in militant 
ranks and of late in suicides of security

See J&K budget on pg 2...

Following Friday of Mehraj-un-Nabi celebrated J&K Budget blend of wordplay; 
stakeholders ignored: NC

Probe vandalization of 
Sumo cabs: Baig
 Baramulla, Mar 19: Apni 
Party spokesperson and former 
MLA Javid Hassan Baig on 
Friday expressed his profound 
anguish over the overnight 
vandalization of multiple su-
mo-cabs in Baramulla.

 In a statement Baig demand-
ed swift investigations into 
the incident and a stern action 
against the culprits. He also 
urged the administration to 
take serious cognizance of the 

See Probe on pg 2...

Tasaduq Hussain

Jammu, Mar 19: Maintain-
ing that the security agencies 
are preparing a plan for the 
smooth conduct of the annual 
Amarnath Yatra, the Direc-
tor-General of Police (DGP) 
J&K Dilbag Singh Friday said 
there is no threat to the Yatra 
this year and security arrange-
ments for all vital spots are be-
ing prepared.

 Addressing reporters on 
the sidelines of the plantation 
drive in Jammu, the DGP said 
that like every year there is a 
separate drill for the arrange-
ments of Amarnath Yatra.

"We know what type of 
security arrangements is re-
quired along the highway and 
at Langer places including 
the tracks of Baltal and Pahal-
gam," he said. Singh said that 
the plans like in past years are 
being prepared on the same 
pattern and all the arrange-
ments on the security level 
will be done.

To a query about the threat 
to Amarnath Yatra, the DGP 
said that as of now there is no 
threat to the annual Amarnath 
Yatra and neither are there 

any such reports.
On sticky-bombs, Singh said 

that the topic is now gradual-
ly getting older but there is 
no denying it's a new tactic. 
"Some peace enemies from our 
neighbouring country remain 
busy in doing all this and this 
sticky-bomb is a new thing 
sent along with a magnet that 
can be fixed with any vehicle 
and metal surface which is 
a threat," the DGP said, add-
ing that we have our security 
drills to tackle everything.

He said that in the last 
couple of years, efforts were 
made to bring back youth who 
picked arms, and around three 
dozen were reunited with fam-

ilies due to their cooperation 
in the last year and all of them 
are living a normal life now.

"Even this year the efforts 
are underway to persuade 
youth to shun the gun and 
there is a huge success with 
youth understanding what lies 
on the path," Singh said.

Singh assured that the pro-
cess will continue and reiter-
ated that militants are given 
chances to surrender even 
during the encounters despite 
having weapons with them. 
"Nearly a dozen militants sur-
rendered during live encoun-
ters last year," he said.

About the killing of the top 
militants and commanders in 
the valley, the DGP said that 
recently a top commander of 
Lashkar in North Kashmir 
Gani Khawaja was killed and 
the Jaish top commander Sa-
jad Afghani was killed in Sho-
pian encounter recently.

"Hidaitullah top command-
er of the newly floated militant 
organization Lashkar E Mus-
tafa has been killed and then 
Nazir who also headed a new 
organization. Two have been 
apprehended while two 

See No threat on pg 2...

News Brief

 Civil society, forces to work 
in tandem to pursue peace in Valley: GOC

 Promotions, Reshuffle in Police

4 IPS Officers elevated to ADGP rank,
 11 promoted; 25 SSPs, SPs transferred

Srinagar, Mar 19:  Reassuring com-
mitment to closely work with vari-
ous instruments of State and civil 
society to pursue peace in Kashmir, 
General Officer Commanding (GOC) 
of Srinagar-based Chinar Corps on 
Friday urged people to work joint-
ly with security forces to address 
scourge of militancy in the valley.

  Lt Gen Pandey, who took over as 
GOC 15 Corps on Wednesday, con-
veyed his best wishes to the people 
of Kashmir. “I’m committed to close-
ly work with various instruments of 

State & Civil society to pursue peace 
in Kashmir,” he said and urged civil 
society to work jointly with security 
forces to address scourge of terror-
ism in Valley.

  An Army official on Friday said 
that Lt Gen Pandey paid tribute at 
the Chinar War Memorial, to the 
gallant soldiers who have made the 
supreme Sacrifice. “Our flag flies 
high not because of the wind, but 
with last breath of every soldier who 
laid down their lives for the 

See Civil on pg 2...

Jammu, Mar 19: Jammu and 
Kashmir Government on Friday 
transferred top police officers 
and promoted 15 others a day 
after ordering major reshuffle in 
the administration. 

As per the order, the govern-
ment ordered promotion of fif-
teen IPS officers, four of them 
as Additional Director General 
of Police (ADGP) in the Higher 
Administrative Grade (HAG) 
- Level 15 of Pay Matrix, with 
effect from 1 January this year. 
The officers promoted as ADGPs 
include Mukesh Singh, M. K. 

Sinha, Sunil Kumar (on profon-
na basis) and Danesh Rana. 

Also, four officers of 2007 
batch have been 
promoted to the 
grade of Super 
Time Scale-(i)-
DIG (Level-13A of 
the Pay Matrix) 
with effect from 
January 1. They 
include Dr. Sunil 
Gupta (on profor-
ma basis), Sujit Kumar, Vivek 
Gupta and Mohammad Suleman 
Choudhary.      

Three officer of 2008 batch 
have been promoted to Selec-
tion Grade of IPS (Level 13 of 

the Pay Matrix) 
with January 1 
and include Te-
jinder Singh (on 
proforma basis), 
Abdul Jabbar 
and Udaya Bhas-
kar Billa.  

M e a n w h i l e 
Jammu and 

Kashmir government on Friday 
ordered transfer of 25 SSPs and 
SPs in Jammu and Kashmir with 

immediate effect. According to 
Home Department’s order Ray-
ees Mohammad Bhat (IPS), AIG 
(P&T), PHQ has been transferred 
and posted as SSP Baramulla 
vice Abdul Qayoom.

 While as Dr. Vinod Kumar 
(IPS), awaiting orders, has been 
posted as SSP Poonch Ramesh 
Kumar Angral. Sandeep Choud-
hary (IPS), SP Anantnag has 
been transferred and posted as 
SSP Srinagar Mohd. Haseeb Mu-
ghal.

 Similarly Chandan 
See Promotions on pg 2...

 Butcher arrested for 
overcharging, shop 
sealed
 Ganderbal, Mar 18: A day 
after Government fixed the 
rates for mutton; authorities 
on Friday sealed a mutton shop 
here in Nagbal area of Central 
Kashmir’s Ganderbal district 
for selling meat on exorbitant 
rates. Action was initiated 
against the butcher after a video 
went viral in which butcher 
was seen charging Rs 600 per kg 
meat from the consumers.

 Assistant Director CA&PD 
Ganderbal, Naseer Ahmad Baba 
while confirming the incident 
told KNT a formal FIR was 
lodged against the erring butch-
er and he has been arrested. 

See Butcher on pg 2...

 COVID-19 likely to stay 
with us forever alike 
‘Seasonal flu’: DAK
  Srinagar, Mar 19: Assert-
ing that COVID-19 could stay 
with humans forever, Doctors 
Association Kashmir (DAK) 
on Friday said that virus will 
become yet another infection 
joining many other diseases 
that humanity has learned to 
live with.

 “COVID-19 pandemic would 
end at some point, but the virus 
will continue to circulate in the 
human population,” DAK Presi-
dent and influenza expert 

See Covid on pg 2...

Mehbooba on Bajwa’s comment
Pick up thread to find lasting 
peace vis-a-vis Kashmir

 
Srinagar, Mar 19: 
Reacting to Pakistan’s 
Chief of Army Staff 
General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa comment, former 
chief minister Mehboo-
ba Mufti on Friday said 
that it is a good opportu-
nity for India and Paki-

stan to set aside hostilities and find a long lasting solution 
vis-a-vis Kashmir.

 Ms Mehbooba, who is the President of Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP), said both the countries have huge 

See Mehbooba on pg 2...

 Amid Covid-19 scare 
6.6%  vaccine doses go 
waste in J&K
 Jahangeer Ganaie

Srinagar, Mar 19: Around 6.6 
per cent of Covid vaccine doses 
in Jammu and Kashmir have 
been wasted out of around 5 
lakh vaccine doses that have 
been administered in the region 
so far.

 In India, out of 3.46 crore 
doses which have been ad-
ministered so far around 23 
lakh vaccine have gone waste. 
Financial Commissioner Health 
Atal Dulloo said that the waste 
percentage in J&K is around 

See Amid on pg 2...

Ishtiyaq Ahmad

Srinagar, March 19: Kashmir 
Power Development Corpora-
tion Limited (KPDCL) Chief En-
gineer Ajaz Ahmad Dar Friday 
said that the electricity demand 
is still up in the valley and the 
power department could not 
change the schedule. 

Interestingly the Power De-
partment had decided to come 
out with a new curtailment 
schedule from March 15. The 
Advisor to Lieutenant 
Governor, Baseer Ah-
mad Khan had also 
directed officers to 
prepare the new 
schedule for sup-
plying electricity 
from March 15.

However Chief en-
gineer PDD Aijaz Ah-
mad Dar said that they 
were working to frame a 
new power curtailment sched-
ule from March 15 but it could 
not happen due to the drop in 
temperature. “As there was 
dry weather, the electricity 
demand had reduced to 1440 
MWs. But due to the drop in 
recent temperature, the elec-
tricity demand again went up 
to 1550 MWs,” Dar said. 

He also said that the weath-
er department has issued wet 
weather next week due to 

which the department was un-
able to take a call on the change 
of schedule. Sources said that 
peak unrestricted demand 
during the winter season was 
2150 MW while peak demand 
met was 1495 MW. 

However, peak unrestricted 
demand during the summer 
season was 1500 MW while 
peak demand met was 1435 
MW. Sources said that Rs 778.85 
cr revenue was realized from 
various consumers by ending 

January, 2021. “The rev-
enue collection was 

increased by 13.04% 
amounting to Rs. 
89.83 cr more from 
previous year,” 
sources main-

tained.
 It is to mention 

here that the advisor 
Baseer Khan recently 

appreciated officers for 
taking advance steps to tackle 
any issue of restoration of pow-
er supply during the winter. 
However, the Advisor had told 
officers not to lower guard as 
the duration of winter has not 
finished yet. 

In a meeting the Advisor 
was also briefed regarding the 
ongoing projects including the 
Supervisory Control And Data 
Acquisition System/

See Weather on pg 2...

 Weather still erratic; 
power schedule to remain as 

such: Chief Engineer

Missing KU 
student traced
 SO NEWS DESK

Srinagar, Mar 19: A PG 
student of Kashmir University 
who was reported to be missing 
has been traced from Jammu. 
The University administration 
places on record its appre-
ciation to the local police, 
especially SP Hazratbal, SDPO 
Hazratbal and SHO Nigeen 
police station, for their efforts 
in tracing the missing student 
within 24 hours. The Univer-
sity was, with a sense of deep 
concern, in constant contact 
with the police officials to help 
trace the missing student.
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 No threat...
have been killed," Singh said.
He further said that in the en-

suing year nearly 12 militants 
have been killed and around 
three dozen people associated 
with different militant organiza-
tions in form of separate modules 
have been arrested—(KNO) 

Amid...
6.6 per cent. He said that each 

Covishield vial had 10 doses in 
total and once opened, all doses 
have to be administered within 
four hours, otherwise, it goes to 
waste and the remaining doses 
have to be destroyed.

 However, Dulloo said that 
vaccination process is picking up 
pace and more and more people 
are getting vaccinated. Officials 
said that the vaccine wastage can 
be largely attributed to less num-
ber of people turning up to get 
vaccinated.

 State Immunisation Officer 
Dr Qazi Haroon said that around 
five lakh people in J&K have so 
far received Covid vaccine doses 
and the process is going on. He 
said that the waste percentage 
of vaccines as compared to other 
states is comparatively low.

 Pertinently, only four states 
in India have a waste percentage 
more than J&K which includes 
Telangana (17.6 per cent), Andra 
Pradesh (11.5 per cent), Uttar 
Pradesh (9.4 per cent) and Karna-
taka (6.9 per cent). Notably, the 
national average wastage per-
centage of Covid vaccine doses is 
6.5 per cent (KNO)

LG to...
will lead to massive infrastruc-

ture development with new proj-
ects coming up.

Jammu and Kashmir’s annu-
al budget has seen a steep hike 
during the past three years. In 
2019-20, J&K had Rs 88,911 crore 
worth budget which went up to 
Rs one lakh crore for 2020-21.

Regarding the current finan-
cial year of 2020-21, sources said 
because of the financial disci-
pline maintained by the Finance 
Department in Jammu and Kash-
mir, there was no major financial 
crunch. “There has been full co-
operation of the Union Home and 
Finance Ministries to the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Government,” 
sources said.

It is to mention here that 
Sinha thanked Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah and Finance 

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
for “yet another historic budget 
with emphasis on the growth 
and development of Jammu and 
Kashmir.” He recently said that 
the government was committed 
to investing more money in new 
and accelerated infrastructure 
projects, supporting new invest-
ments and increasing business 
landscape through incentives in 
new industrial schemes. (KINS)

J&K...
crore from Ways and Means 

Advance (WMA) from Reserve 
Bank of India, Rs 27162 crore 
from small savings, provident 
funds, etc., Rs 9709 crore reserve 
funds/deposits (Net). This also 
includes Rs 3573 crore borrow-
ings under UDAY power bonds.

 In the past, the Comptroller 
and Auditor General of India 
has pulled up Jammu & Kashmir 
Government for rising debt bur-
den. The debt raises questions 
about J&K government’s oft-re-
peated claims about fiscal disci-
pline and initiating expenditure 
reforms.

 It is worthwhile to mention 
that financial liabilities of the 
erstwhile state of Jammu & 
Kashmir have been apportioned 
between UTs of J&K and Lada-
kh. On the recommendations of 
a high-level panel constituted by 
the Government of India in 2019, 
financial liabilities of Rs. 2504.46 
crore were transferred to the UT 
of Ladakh. (KNO)

Probe...
matter and assess the losses 

suffered by the transporters and 
disburse adequate compensation 
in their favor at an earliest.

 Apni Party Spokesperson 
observed that the transporters 
across Jammu and Kashmir 
have already suffered huge loss-
es since August 2019 followed by 
the Covid Pandemic and the lat-
est episode of vandalization in 
Baramulla reflects a handiwork 
of certain mischievous elements 
that are hell-bent to paralyze 
transport sector.

  “I appeal the Deputy Commis-
sioner Baramulla and the con-
cerned SSP to get this incident 
probed in a time bound manner 
and till then disburse the ex-gra-
tia relief in favor of the affected 
Sumo-owners,” he said. Express-
ing solidarity with the affected 
sumo owners and drivers, Baig 
said that Apni Party will support 
their just demands at all forums 
available to it. (KNT)

Butcher...
He said strict action will be 

taken against those meat sellers 
who loot consumers and violate 
government norms. Pertinently, 
the administration has fixed the 
retail price of mutton at Rs 535 
per kilogram without offal and 
Rs 490 with it. (KNT)

Covid...
Dr Nisar ul Hassan said.  “We 

will probably be living with this 
virus for rest of our lives. But 
the impact of the virus in terms 
of deaths, illness and the need for 
social isolation will lessen,” he 
said.

 The DAK president said that 
the cases will wax and wane over 
time, adding the outbreaks will 
pop up here and there. “One of the 
reasons to believe that COVID-19 
will be around forever is that the 
virus is constantly changing and 
adapting to challenges,” he said. 

Dr Hassan said the existence of 
animal reservoirs that can keep 
re-infecting humans is another 
reason why virus is not going to 
go away. “Overtime we may end 
up with a situation similar to 
the flu or common cold. Like flu, 
COVID-19 could eventually be-
come a seasonal illness,” he said.

 He said the 2009 H1N1 flu pan-
demic could offer a clue about the 
course of Covid-19. “The H1N1 
pandemic was over in about 16 
months, but the virus did not 
disappear. Instead it has turned 
into a seasonal flu strain that 
circulates all years, and peaks 
during winter,” he said.

 “COVID-19 could ultimately 
become another seasonal re-
spiratory virus, like the four 
other coronaviruses that cause 
a sizeable proportion of com-
mon colds. Coronavirus is still 
in a pandemic phase because 
infections continue to increase 
across the globe and many peo-
ple are still susceptible,” he 
said.

  He said vaccination is criti-
cal to end the pandemic phase of 
the virus. “When enough people 
will get vaccination against the 
virus, and that too quickly we 
may see an end to the pandemic 
soon. Even with vaccination, vi-
rus is going to stay around and 
cause smaller outbreaks, much 
like seasonal flu. And, we may 
need booster shots of Covid-19 
vaccine on regular basis to 
maintain immunization over 
time,” Dr Hassan added. (UNI)

Promotions...
Kohli (IPS), SP Rajouri has 

been transferred and posted as 
SSP Jammu vice Shridhar Patil 
(IPS). Dr. G.V. Sundeep Chakra-
varthy (IPS), SP Handwara has 
been transferred and posted as 
SP Kupwara vice Ambarkar 
Shriram Dinkar (IPS). Sudhan-
shu Verma (IPS), SP Hazratbal, 
Srinagar has been transferred 
and posted as SP Sopore vice 
Javid Iqbal.

 While as Sandeep Gupta 
(IPS), SP North, Srinagar has 
been transferred and posted as 
SP Handwara vice Dr. G.V. Sun-
deep Chakravarthy (IPS). Shee-
ma Nabi Qasba (IPS), SP East, 
Srinagar has been transferred 
and posted as SP Rajouri vice 
Chandan Kohli (IPS). P.D. Ni-
tya, IPS, SP North, Jammu has 
been transferred and posted as 
SP Ramban vice Haseeb ur-Reh-
man.

 The order also reads that 
the Tanushree (IPS) has been 
posted as SP East, Srinagar 
vice Sheema Nabi Qasba (IPS). 
“Javid Iqbal Matoo, AIG (Build-
ings) PHQ shall hold the addi-
tional charge of the post of AIG 
(P&T) PHQ,” the order says. Su-
hail Munawar Mir, SSP CID SB 
Kashmir has been transferred 
and posted as SP Ganderbal vice 
Khalil Ahmad Poswal.

 Meanwhile Shailendra 
Singh, SSP Crime, Jammu has 
been transferred and posted as 
SP Reasi vice  Rashmi Wazir. 
Imtiyaz Hussain Mir, SSP Se-
curity, Kashmir has been trans-
ferred and posted as SP Anant-
nag vice Sandeep Choudhary 
(IPS). Sheikh Zulfikar Azad, SP 
Security, J&K has been asked 
to hold the additional charge 
of SSP security Kashmir. Tahir 
Saleem Khan, SP Awantipora 
has been transferred and posted 
as SP Budgam vice Amod Nag-
pure, (IPS).

 Similarly Mohd. Zaid, CO 
IR-9th Bn has been transferred 
and posted as SP, Bandipora 
vice Rahul Malik (IPS). Mohd. 
Yousuf, Addl SP, Kulgam has 
been transferred and posted as 
SP Awantipora vice Tahir Sal-
eem Khan. Ramesh Chander Kot-
wal, SP APCR Jammu has been 
transferred and posted as SP 
Kathua vice Shailendra Mishra 
(IPS).

 Shafqat Hussain, SP Rail-
ways, Kashmir has been 
transferred and posted as SP, 
Kishtwar vice Harmeet Singh. 
Paramvir Singh, awaiting or-
ders, has been posted as Addi-

tional Secretary (Technical) on 
deputation to Road Safety Coun-
cil vice R.K. Bhat, who has been 
asked, pending investigation in 
FIR registered against him, to 
remain attached in the Home 
Department. Shahzad Ahmad 
Salaria, SP West, Srinagar has 
been transferred and posted as 
SP APCR, Jammu vice Ramesh 
Chander Kotwal.

 Perbeet Singh, Addl. SP 
Anantnag has been transferred 
and posted as SP (West), Sri-
nagar vice Shahzad Ahmad Sal-
aria. Mubasher Hussain, Addl. 
SP, Security Kashmir has been 
transferred and posted as SP 
(North), Srinagar vice Sandeep 
Gupta (IPS).

 “Shailendra Mishra IPS, Ra-
hul Malik, IPS, Shridhar Patil, 
PS, Ambarkar Shriram Dinkar, 
IPS, Amod Nagpure, IPS, Dr. 
Mohd. Haseeb Mughal, Haseeb 
ur-Rehman, Abdul Qayoom, Ms. 
Rashmi Wazir, Ramesh Kumar 
Angral, Harmeet Singh, Javid 
Iqbal and Khalil Ahmad Poswal 
shall report to the PHQ and 
await further posting orders,” 
the order reads, adding, “Irshad 
Hussain Rather, SO to DIG, 
CKR Srinagar is transferred 
and posted as SP Hazratbal Sri-
nagar vice Sudhanshu Verma 
(IPS). (GNS)

Mehbooba...
military budgets to outdo 

each other when the same re-
sources can instead be used on 
common challenges like pover-
ty, education and healthcare. 

“A good opportunity for In-
dia and Pakistan to set aside 
hostilities and find a long last-
ing solution vis-a-vis Kashmir. 
Both countries have huge mil-
itary budgets to outdo each 
other when the same resources 
can instead be used on common 
challenges like poverty, educa-
tion & healthcare,” Ms Mehboo-
ba wrote on micro-blogging site 
twitter.

  Gen Bajwa on Thursday said 
that it was time for New Delhi 
and Islamabad to ‘bury the past 
and move forward’. “The Kash-
mir issue is obviously at the 
heart of disputes. It is important 
to understand that without the 
resolution of Kashmir dispute 
through peaceful means, [the] 
process of sub-continental rap-
prochement will always remain 
susceptible to derailment due to 
politically motivated bellicosi-
ty,” the Pak Army chief said.

 The comments had come a 
day after Pak Prime Minister 

Imran Khan said that Pakistan 
was trying to bring in peace, but 
India would have to take the first 
step to normalize ties. (UNI)

Civil...
supreme cause,” the General 

said.
  Meanwhile, the official said 

that Kashmiri people celebrated 
Rasool Mir Day at Doru in south 
Kashmir district of Anantnag on 
Thursday. Rasool Mir, renowned 
romantic poet of 19th century, is 
known for his captivating con-
tribution in the field of poetry 
which has changed the dynamics 
for Kashmiri culture and Kash-
miriyat. 

 He said over 1000 youth from 
all over the valley attended the 
festival. “Renowned artist like 
Shazia Bashir, Souwkat Sultan-
puri, Raja Nisar, Mouiddin Arab-
ali performed at the festival. GOC 
Victor Force was the Chief Guest 
of the festival, attended by multi-
ple civilian dignitaries,” the offi-
cial said.

  Lt Gen Pandey, who is an 
alumnus of the National Defence 
Academy, has been entrusted 
with the responsibility of han-
dling vigilance along 343 km of 
the Line of Control (LoC) and 
hinterland operation in Kashmir 
Valley. Prior to his appointment 
as the GOC Chinar Corps, the Lt 
Gen served as the First Director 
General of Territorial Army and 
GOC Kilo Force (UNI).

Weather...
Distribution Management Sys-

tem ( SCADA/DMS) in Srinagar 
city which envisages remote 
monitoring and operation of all 
33kv /11kv receiving stations 
in Srinagar city, Real time Data 
Acquisition System (RT-DAS) 
in rural areas by way of remote 
monitoring of 348 feeders of 112, 
33kv/11kv receiving stations, 
RAPDRP Part-A, Smart Meter-
ing; CCD-MDM integration and 
upcoming project IPDS IT Part-A.

 The advisor Khan had also 
reviewed the status and augmen-
tation of the Delina, Magam, Go-
palpora, Mattan and other grid 
stations. He was informed that 
all the required transformers 
have been transported to Delina 
GS which would give huge relief 
to the consumers of Baramulla, 
Magam, Beerwah and other ar-
eas. (KINS)

J&K budget...
forces personnel,” he said.

 Asking the Central Govern-
ment to shun the politics of arro-
gance, Masoodi asked the GOI to 
go for introspection and realize 
that 5th August assault has been 
a misadventure and achieved 
nothing. He voiced concern on 
lesser allocation for some key 
sectors like labor, employment, 
rural development, cooperative 
etc. 

Masoodi while welcoming 
extra focus on health care and 
strengthening tertiary health 
care suggested that new mater-
nity hospitals be set up at subur-
ban entry points of capital cities 
of Jammu and Srinagar and not 
concentrated at one point. For 
Kashmir, he suggested maternity 
hospitals at Narbal and Pamp-
ore to cater to requirements of 
north and south Kashmir.  He 
demanded Nursing Colleges at 
Kulgam and Shopian in addition 
to the Nursing College already 
proposed.

 Masoodi also took excep-
tion to the import of Apple and 
termed it as a conspiracy against 
Kashmir. Demanding increase in 
commercial processing and cold 
storage facility to prevent loss of 
fresh fruit due to frequent road 
blockades, he expressed concern 
over total failure of Saffron Mis-
sion and refuted the claims that 
there was bumper saffron and 
labeled it as a conspiracy to get 
the saffron from other places in-
troduced as produced in Kashmir 
to the detriment of local crop.

 Responding to the demand 
for return of Kashmiri Pandit 
Migrants he insisted that the 
Government was not sincere as it 
wanted to keep pot boiling to har-
vest votes mischievously and use 
the community as a tool to record 
electoral victories.

  Remarking on the accelera-
tion of work on road and tunnel 
projects in Kashmir, he   demand-
ed concrete steps for construc-
tion of Dessan-Kapran, Simthan, 
Rajdhani, and Sadhna pass tun-
nels and release of 3000 crore 
rupees CRF to facilitate improve-
ment in road connectivity.

Following...
Hazrat Sheikh Syed Abdul 

Qader Jeelani, Khanyar and 
Saraibala, Hazratbal Syed Sahib 
Sonawar, Hazrat Sheikh Noorud-
din Wali Charar-e-Sharief, Haz-
rat Jenab Sahib Soura, Shahree 
Kalashpora and Hazrat Sheikh 
Dawood shrine. Reports of Fri-
day following Mehraj-un-Nabi 
celebrations  were also received 
from other parts of the valley.

....From the FroNt PaGe

 Body of youth recovered
 KULGAM, Mar 19: Body of a youth was re-
covered under mysterious circumstances in the 
premises of a hospital in south Kashmir district 
of Kulgam on Friday, official sources said. They 
said panic gripped in district hospital, Kulgam, 
when a body was found in the premises this af-
ternoon. 

 Police was immediately informed and the body 
was taken away, they said adding the deceased 
was identified as 27-year-old Zubair Ahmad Bhat, 
who was working at a tea shop near the hospital. 
The cause of his death was not known, they said 
adding he had reportedly died due to heart attack. 
Police has registered a case and initiated proceed-
ings. (UNI)

 

Rajni Patil’s five-day J&K visit to 
begin today
Cong leader to review current 
situation, interact with workers
SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir Pradesh 
Congress Committee (JKPCC) Friday stated that 
AICC Incharge for J&K is undertaking a five 
day’s tour of Jammu and Kashmir.

In a statement, JKPCC informed that Rajni Pa-
til will take stock of current situation in Jammu 
and Kashmir during her five day’s tour to J&K 
from today (20th March 2021).

AICC Incharge will review the organizational 
affairs and activities. She (Rajni Patil) will also 
interact with party cadres in Pulwama at 12.30 
PM then she is scheduled to interact with party 
workers of Srinagar at Party office (MA Road) at 
3 PM on Saturday.

On Sunday, Patil will interact with Congress 
workers at Lolab in Kupwara District, then she 
will interact with party cadres of Baramulla at 
Dak Bunglow Baramulla at 3 PM.

Youth injured in solar 
battery blast in Bijbehara
Bijbehara: A 25-year-old youth was injured after 
a solar battery exploded in Arwani area of Bijbe-
hara in South Kashmir’s Anantnag district on 
Friday evening.

An official told the news agency—Kashmir 
News Observer (KNO) that the solar battery in-
stalled at a readymade shop, which belongs to 
Zahid Zahoor War, son of Zahoor Ahmad War of 
Arwani exploded this evening, thus resulting in 
injuries to the shop owner.

Div Com Jammu reviews development 
activities, Covid control measures in 
districts
 JAMMU, MARCH 19: Divisional Commissioner Jammu, 
Dr. Raghav Langer today reviewed Development activities, 
service delivery scenario and Covid control measures  in ten 
districts of the  Division here at a video conference meeting 
with the Deputy Commissioners and heads of various depart-
ments.

The video conferencing was attended by All the Deputy Com-
missioners along with ACDs, ACRs, ADCs besides heads of vari-
ous concerned departments.

At the outset, the Divisional Commissioner reviewed the con-
trol measures being put in place by district administrations to 
prevent the spread of covid-19 in the backdrop of fresh surge in 
different parts of the country.

Referring to the reports of Covid surge, the Divisional Com-
missioner directed all the Deputy Commissioners to review the 
control measures in their respective districts and focus on in-
creasing per day testing capacity, activate contact tracing mecha-
nism and allied measures to contain the spread.

The Divisional Commissioner also reviewed arrangements 
being put in place for celebration of world water day (Jal Shakti 
Abhiyan).  It was informed in the meeting that a series of events/ 
activities, including mass awareness events, have been scheduled 
to mark the celebration of world water day.  The pledge taking 
ceremony, holding plantation and cleanliness drives, restoration 
of water bodies etc are being organised with the involvement of 
public and public representatives, the meeting was told.

SO NEWS DESK

RAMBAN:   Principal Secretary to Lieu-
tenant Governor, Nitishwar Kumar today 
visited Ramban and inspected the proposed 
accommodation and langar sites in the district 
for pilgrims of Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2021.

Divisional Commissioner, Jammu, Raghav 
Langer; Additional CEO, SASB, Anup Soni; 
Deputy Commissioner, Ramban, Mussarat ul 
Islam; SSP Ramban, Haseeb ur Rehman; Sh. 
Jatinder Singh Johar, SSP Traffic , NHW Ram-
ban accompanied the Principal Secretary.

During his visit, the Principal Secretary in-
spected the pilgrim facilitation sites at Lamber 
in Banihal, Karol in Ramban, Chanderkote 
and Dhalwas. He also inspected various langar 
sites and shelter sheds established along the 
National Highway.

The Principal Secretary passed necessary 
directions on various issues pertaining to ac-
commodation for pilgrims, identification of 
langar sites and security arrangements.

The Principal Secretary directed the Depu-
ty Commissioner to enhance the existing ca-

pacity by identifying suitable sites for accom-
modating additional pilgrims in the district 
as contingent arrangements for inclement 
weather or closure of NH-44. He also sought 
suggestions and expert inputs from engineers 
to increase the holding capacity of the district, 
which is located strategically on the National 
Highway.

Necessary directions were also issued to 
the concerned officers to ensure regular water 

and power supply along with creation of sani-
tation units at different locations en route. He 
instructed the District Administration to facil-
itate grant of langar permissions according to 
guidelines of Shri Amarnathji Shrine Board.

The Deputy Commissioner informed the 
Principal Secretary about the plan formulat-
ed by various departments for enhancing the 
holding capacity in anticipation of more pil-
grims this year.

 Nitishwar takes appraisal of new sites for increasing 
holding capacity for Amarnathji pilgrims

tourism Department 
to organize Cultural 

evening amid Almond 
bloom on March 20

Jahangir Sofi

SRINAGAR: The famed Al-
mond garden popularly known 
as Badamwari in the Rainawari 
area of downtown is all set to 
open on March 21—the Navroz 
eve which also marks the onset of 
spring season in the Valley.

The serene and picturesque 
garden will be thrown open for 
the general public and tourists. 
To kick start the opening of the 

garden, Directorate of Tourism 
Kashmir will celebrate the open-
ing with the Cultural Evening 
Programme on March 20.

An official told the news agen-
cy on March 19 (Friday), Direc-
tor Tourism Dr.G.N.Itoo accom-
panied by other officials of the 
Tourism department inspected 
the Garden to review the arrange-
ments and preparations before 
opening it for visitors.  

“Before the Garden will be 
thrown open on the eve of ‘Nav-
rooz’, the Tourism Department 
is going to organise a brief Cul-
tural Programme at 4:00 PM on 20 
March on Saturday '', an official 
said.With Tourism graph in the 
upward direction in the Valley, 
the Tourism Department is ex-

pecting the visiting tourists in 
Kashmir will surely have a mag-
nificent glimpse of Badamwari 
Garden. Pertinently, the Tourism 
department showcased the beauty 
of Badamwari in different Tour-
ism promotional programmes in 
different parts of the Country in 
the past few weeks.

The early bloom of flowers on 
Almond trees in the sprawling 
historic Badamwari Garden in 
Downtown City of Srinagar local-
ly known as ‘Shahr-e-Khaas’ has 
become a source of attraction for 
nature lovers and tourists, alike. 
Situated on foothills of Koh-e-
Maran, the 300 Kanals Garden 
is dotted with trees, flowers and 
cascades providing a soothing ex-
perience to the visitors.

Badamwari Garden in old city all set to open on Navrooz eve
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Modalities being explored 
for promoting Milk Production 

& Dairy-farming: LG

Advisor Baseer inaugurates India 
Travel Mart exhibition

SO NEWS DESK

GUJARAT: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Manoj Sinha today 
visited AMUL Plant at Anand 
District, Gujarat to have a 
first-hand appraisal of the 
facilities being put up for the 
milk production, processing 
and other related products.

Dr. Rupinder Singh Sodhi, 
Managing Director, Gujarat 
Cooperative Milk Marketing 
Federation Ltd, AMUL, ac-
companied him.

The Lt Governor discussed 
the modalities for promoting 
milk production and increas-
ing its capacity in the Union 
Territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir, with active involve-
ment of various stakeholders 
like AMUL.

J&K Government is mak-
ing reformative interventions 

to bring a new era of White 
Revolution in the UT, besides 
creating better livelihood 
opportunities for farmers 
and those associated with 
dairy production, said the 
Lt Governor.

Speaking on the growth 
potential of Milk Production 

and Dairy-farming in J&K, 
the Lt Governor observed 
that the sector has a great 
potential to generate huge 
employment in the UT and 
can contribute massively in 
the socio-economic transfor-
mation of the farming com-
munity. J&K Government  

is working on multi-pronged 
strategy to increase milk 
production and double the 
Dairy farmers’ income. Big 
players like AMUL, in col-
laborative efforts with the 
Government have a major 
role to play in the promotion 
and growth of milk produc-
tion and other related ac-
tivities in the UT, he added.

The Lt Governor also asked 
Dr. Rupinder Singh Sodhi, 
MD, GCMMF Ltd, AMUL for 
working out a comprehensive 
plan for bringing revolution-
ary changes in the dairy 
sector in J&K. The Lt Gov-
ernor underlined the impor-
tance of exchanging ideas 
and sharing of knowledge, 
besides replicating the suc-
cessful models being imple-
mented in other States/UTs 
for having better outcomes.

SO NEWS DESK

JAMMU: Advisor to Lieuten-
ant Governor, Baseer Ahmad 
Khan today inaugurated 
three-day India Travel Mart 
Exhibition for the promotion 
and showcasing of domestic 
tourism here.

The three-day exhibition 
will showcase a variety of 
destinations for pilgrimage, 
adventure, culture and her-
itage tourism etc.

Gujarat Tourism, Tamil 
Nadu Tourism and India 
Tourism, besides J&K Tour-
ism, hotel and resort opera-
tors are taking part in this 
year’s ITM event from March 
19 to March 21, 2021.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Advisor Khan suggested a 
separate brochure for J&K 
Tourism at India Tourism 
stall in order to showcase 
the tourist destinations of 
the region.

He said that such exhibi-
tions would help to showcase 
tourism potential of region-
al places and other tourism 
destinations all over the 
country and added the event 
will boost tourist footfall in 
Jammu as well.

On the occasion, Advisor 
Baseer Khan inspected the 
stalls and was briefed about 

the exhibition with respect 
to bringing people associ-
ated with tourism, together, 
to promote inbound, outbound 
and domestic tourism.

ITM offers unlimited op-
portunities for everyone to 
explore the market and pub-
licize their destination or 
product or organization at 
one place. 

On the occasion, J&K Tour-
ism Department presented 
promotional video showcas-
ing tourism destinations of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

Additional Secretary Tour-
ism J&K, Director Tourism 
Jammu, Managing Director 
ITM, and other concerned 
were also present on the oc-
casion.

Says such exhibitions help showcase tourism potential of J&K

Various projects under execution to make Srinagar 
a smart city: SMC Commissioner 

Faza zaiNab

SRINAGAR: From establishing street 
vending zones, to constructing toilets, 
procuring new machines, and bringing 
accountability into the functioning of 
Srinagar Municipal Corporation will 
help to make Srinagar a smart city.

This was stated by Commissioner 
SMC Athar Amir Khan said.

“We are receiving funding from the 
Centre, J&K government and PP mode 
for execution of smart city programme. 
We are upgrading basic facilities through 
e-governance. There are various works 
being executed under smart city pro-
gramme which are on top priority,” 
Khan said.

One of the initiatives, he said has 
been taken hundred-per cent door to 
door waste collection and source seg-
regation in four wards of the district.

“We want to get rid of dumpsters on 
our roads and streets. Main focus is to 
collect waste from households by door 
to door and then make scientific dis-
posal of the waste,” he said. The initia-
tive was recently taken up in four wards 
of the city including Shalimar, Soura, 
Karan Nagar and Humhama. Under 
this project, every household and waste 
generator segregate their waste into 

two bins –green and blue (green for 
organic waste and blue for inorganic 
waste).

Similarly, he said they are procuring 
new machines including snow clear-
ance machines.

“We want to make use of machinery 
and manpower in an efficient manner. 
We want IT based system so there is 
proper accountability and efficiency 
in the Corporation,” the SMC Commis-
sioner said.

Khan said they were going to construct 
new toilets at various places. “We are 
conducting functional audit of existing 
ones to check if they have water facili-
ties available and are in good condition 
so they could be made for public use,” 
he said.

Asked about a picture which has gone 
viral where tourists are seen lined one 
after the other who chooses to use the 
banks of Dal Lake as an open toilet, he 
admitted there were lack of toilets along 
the banks of the famed lake.

“There are restrictions on construc-
tions. After seeing this picture, we 
deployed two mobile toilets on banks 
of Dal Lake. Similarly, another existing 
toilet at Shalimar has been made func-
tional,” he said.

Similarly, the SMC Commissioner 
said they were creating more vending 
zones to make streets decongested in 
Srinagar.

Recently, Lt Governor Manoj Sinha 
laid foundation of one Smart Vending 
Zones near Jahangir Chowk and is 
expected to be made operation in April 
2021.

This will accommodate more than 
250 vendors who who will be shifted 
from central business areas like Ha-
risingh Highstreet , Resiency Road, 
Lal Chowk etc which will be declared 
no vending zones for strict implemen-
tation.

Similarly, authorities have also fi-
nalised the sites for more Smart Vend-
ing Zones  including one at Batamaloo. 
(KINS)

In Kashmir, mutton shortage 
to end within a week's time

aGENCiES

SRINAGAR: The severe 
mutton shortage in Kashmir 
is likely to end in a week's 
time after new retail mutton 
rates,  which came into effect 
immediately, were approved 
by the Jammu and Kashmir 
administration on Thursday.

The revised mutton rates 
came as a result of hectic 
negotiations with the deal-
ers. The authorities have 
finally fixed the rate of mut-
ton at Rs 535 per kilogram 
in Kashmir.

President of All Kashmir 
Wholesale Mutton Dealers 
Association, Mehraj Ud Din 
said that they had called a 
meeting today in which all 
the wholesale mutton deal-
ers showed up.

"Directions were given to 
all wholesale meat dealers 
to procure the livestock while 
keeping in view the govern-
ment approved meat rates," 
he stated, adding that they 
were asked to get in touch 
with their contacts in outside 
Mandis to aggressively in-
crease the supply of livestock 
in the Kashmir valley.

He further said that it will 

take some more to end the 
shortage of mutton. "How-
ever, the change will be vis-
ible from tomorrow hope-
fully," he informed.

While talking about the 
seizure of certain meat shops 
after the newly fixed rates 
were ordered to be imple-
mented in the region, Meh-
raj Ud Din said that these 
are unscrupulous elements 
and need to dealt with as per 
law.

Meanwhile, Parvez Ahmad 
Ganie, who is the President 
of Butchers Union Pulwama, 
said that they are surely fac-
ing 'a little shortage' of live-
stock at the moment. "After 
months of strike, the supply 
is expected to take time to 
settle down and suffice the 
demand," he added.

Pertinently, mutton is a 
highly sought-after commod-
ity in Kashmir with a con-
sumption of around 1,000 
lakh kg/year. As per esti-
mates of All Kashmir Whole-
sale Mutton Dealers Asso-
ciation, Kashmir consumes 
meat worth over Rs. 5 Crores 
daily and yearly, the import 
figure is around Rs. 2500 
Crores. (KNT)

Inter district gang of burglars 
busted, five arrested
SHaFQaT SHEiKH

JAMMU: In a major break-
through Jammu Police 
busted a gang of burglars 
who had stolen Mobile tow-
er batteries across Jammu 
and Samba district 

 Acting on a specific infor-
mation Miran Sahib Police 
led by shoAejaz Wani laid a 
special naka at Kotli Mian 
Fateh and took into custody 
one Bilal Ahmed Wani S/O 
Mohd. Ishaq Wani R/O Ba-
gleeGandoh Distt. Doda A/P 
BeliCharana Jammu. On 
questioning Bilal revealed 
the names of four more as-
sociates namely; Mohd. Irfan 
S/O Abdul Rashid Rather 
R/O ChinotBadherwah Distt. 
Doda A/P Belicharana 
Jammu, Mohd. Saleem 
Rather S/O Abdul Rashid 
Rather R/O ChinotBadher-
wah Distt. Doda A/P Beli-
charana Jammu, Imran 
Ahmed Rather S/O Abdul 
Rashid Rather R/O Chinot-
Badherwah Distt. Doda A/P 
Belicharana Jammu, Jamat 
Ali S/O Mohd. Shafi R/O 
Nikki Tawi Belicharana 
Jammu. 

All four of them were 
taken into custody and on 
their disclosure 150 No’s of 
mobile tower batteries valu-
ing Rs. 1800000 have been 
recovered so far. All five of 
them were previous employ-
ees of various mobile com-
panies viz Airtel / Jio / 
Vodafone etc. and were hav-
ing full technical knowledge 
about mobile towers. The 
group had purchased a Van 
bearing no. JK02M-0941 and 

a Bolero Pickup bearing no. 
JK02AE-6078 for commission 
of crime, both the vehicles 
have been seized. The modus 
operandi of the gang was 
that they targeted the rural 
mobile towers as these tow-
ers don’t have guards for 
protection, The areas tar-
geted by them includes 
Domana ,JajjarKotli, Sidhra, 
Miran Sahib, Bishnah, R S 
Pura, Vijaypur and Samba. 
They broke open the doors 
by using hammers and 
Screwdrivers. The stolen 
batteries which were 24 in 
no. on every tower were then 
taken to some Kabariwalas 
where these batteries were 
sold for Rs. 20000 to 25000. 
These Kabari’s are being 
identified and action as war-
ranted under law will be 
taken against them. As many 
as 06 FIR’s of P/S Domana 
,JajjarKotli, Gandhi Nagar 
, Miran Sahib , Bishnah and 
R S Pura have been solved. 
More recoveries and more 
arrests are likely. 

Moreover three incidents 
of snatching were also solved 
which happened in;

(i) Narwal in the month of 
February where a snatching 
of Rs. 3000 from a lady took 
place.

(ii) Gandhi Nagar in the 
month of February where a 
snatching of Rs. 2000 from 
a lady took place.

(iii) Bathindi in the month 
of March where a snatching 
of Rs. 1500 from a lady took 
place.

(iv) R S Pura a mobile of a 
lady was snatched and mobile 
is recovered. 

Prof. Qazi bereaved, Director SKIMS condoles demise
SO NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR: According to 
a press statement issued here, 
Prof. A.G. Ahangar, Director, 
SKIMS & Ex-Officio Secretary 
to Government and Staff of 
the Sher-i-Kashmir Institute 

of Medical Sciences hold a 
condolence meets in SKIMS 
Board Room, where he ex-
pressed this deep sorrow on 
the sudden demise of mother 
of Prof. Qazi Iqbal, Depart-
ment of Pediatrics and Neo-
natology SKIMS.

While offering heartfelt 
sympathies and condolences, 
Prof. A.G. Ahangar said that 
their thoughts and prayers 
are with the bereaved fam-
ily. He hoped that the family 
is able to draw strength in 
this hour of grief and said 

that whole of the SKIMS Or-
ganization stands shoulder 
to shoulder with the family 
at this difficult time. He 
prayed for the departed soul 
to rest in peace in Heaven, 
the press note issued here 
reads.

DC Poonch chairs introductory 
meeting with District, Sectoral Officers
SO NEWS DESK

POONCH:  Deputy Commis-
sioner, Poonch, InderJeet 
today chaired the introduc-
tory meeting with the Dis-
trict/Sectoral Officers of line 
departments.

After formal introduction 
with the officers of line de-
partments, the DDC   listed 
the priorities of each depart-
ment and impressed upon 
the officers to work with 
dedication towards achieving 
the set targets in a time bound 
manner.

 He stressed upon the dis-
trict Heads to work efficient-
ly and ensure transparent   
functioning of the depart-
ments under their control. 
He sought delivery of public 
services in hassle free man-
ner for the convenience   of 
common man. He impressed 
upon the Health Department 

to  achieve the set targets 
under SEHAT Scheme, Co-
vid-19  vaccination and im-
proving the critical health 
parameters.

He enquired about the 
implementation and targets 
of  MGNREGA/PMAY (G) 
and PMAY ( Urban ) , provi-
sion of safe drinking water, 
power supply, literacy rate, 
school dropout rate, status 
of different missions and 
centrally sponsored schemes. 

He instructed the con-
cerned officers to achieve 
the targets in a time bound 
manner. The priority issues 
of all the departments were 
discussed in the meeting and 
concerned Officers were 
asked to put in extra efforts 
for achieving the desired 
results. 

Reviewing the progress 
under Capex and other 
schemes, he asked the  Dis-

trict Officers to  complete 
the targets within weeks 
time.

While discussing the pub-
lic grievances redress mech-
anism,  he directed for speedy  
disposal as per standing 
instructions. The services 
proving departments like 
Health, Jal Shakti and JP-
DCL were asked to activate 
the supervisory staff by for-
mulating roasterfor  24X7 
services.

The participating officers 
were advised to work in close 
liaison with PRIs and initi-
ate the steps prerequisite for 
strengthening these institu-
tions. 

Later, the Deputy Commis-
sioner inspected all sections/
offices located within DC 
Office complex and inter-
acted with   the officers/of-
ficials and issued necessary 
instructions.

K K Sharma takes over as Director AgricultureJ&K Bank conducts Baramulla DLRC

SO NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR: To review achieve-
ments against Annual District 
Credit Plan 2020-21 for the quarter 
ended December 2020, J&K Bank 
conducted District Level Review 
Committee (DLRC) meeting of 
Baramulla district. DDC Baram-
ulla Bhupinder Kumar chaired the 
meeting, organised by the Lead 
Bank Office Baramulla, attended 
by LDM Baramulla, DDM NABARD, 
Cluster Head J&K Bank and rep-
resentatives of other banks and line 
departments. 

LDM Baramulla Javid Rashid 
informed the house that against 
the District Credit Plan of Rs 3826.54 
Cr for financial year 2020-21 the 
district has achieved 46.11 percent 
of the target, which in financial 
terms is Rs 1764.51 Cr. Out of these, 
Rs 1173.50 Cr have been disbursed 
to priority sector against the target 
of Rs 3233.87 Cr for the sector, while 
as an achievement of Rs 591.01 Cr 
has been made against the target 
of Rs 592.67 Cr under Non-Priority 
sector.

During the meeting, Chairman 
DLRC took a comprehensive review 
of various aspects wherein he 
stressed on the need for 100% achieve-
ment under District Credit Plan 
and Aspirational District targets 

by the end of March 2021.  
Advising all the banks and the 

sponsoring agencies to work with 
cooperation, coordination and cohe-
sion to achieve the goals and targets 
of development & progress besides 
generation of employment for un-
employed youth of the district, he 
emphasized upon the heads of 
various financial institutions to 
spread awareness and conduct out-
reach programs/camps for general 
people with regard to welfare 
schemes so that they can avail ben-
efits for their socio economic devel-
opment. Meanwhile, under District 
Credit Plan 2020-21, as many as 75838 
beneficiaries have been benefited 
in various schemes during the pe-
riod under review.

The total deposits and advances 
of the district stood at Rs 6005.49 
Cr and Rs 4936.62 Crore registering 
the year-on-year growth of 13.26 % 
and 15.45% respectively. The Prior-
ity Sector Advances of the District 
were Rs 3186.25 Cr which is 64.54% 
of total advances. The CD ratio of 
the District stood at 82.20 %.

Chairman DLRC further direct-
ed the participants to cover differ-
ent stakeholders like ASHA and 
Anganwadi workers, NRLM SHG 
members, Labourers, MGNREGA 
workers, Social Welfare personnel 
under Social Security Schemes.

KU’s skiing championship, snow 
festival conclude at Gulmarg

 SO NEW SDESK

JAMMU:   K.K. Sharma today as-
sumed the office as Director Agri-
culture Production & Farmers Wel-
fare Department Jammu  here at 
Krishi Bhawan. 

 He has served in the Department 
of Agriculture in different capacities 
including Chief Agriculture Officer, 
Agriculture Economist and Joint Di-
rector Agriculture (Marketing, In-
frastructure, Post-Harvest Manage-
ment and Farm Mechanization). He 

has vast experience as Deputy Mission 
Director Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 
Yojna(PMFBY), Nodal officer CSS and 
incubator for Agri- entrepreneurship.  
A Warm Welcome was accorded to the 
Director by the staff of Directorate of 
Agriculture, Jammu besides various 
departmental Associations.

Later interacting with the Officers 
in the introductory meeting, the new 
Director Agriculture stressed on 
working with full dedication, disci-
pline and professionalism for welfare 
of Farming community. 

SO NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR: An inter-college snow 
skiing championship and second snow 
festival under Fit India Campaign 
organised by the University of Kash-
mir have concluded at Gulmarg.
Teams from 16 colleges and the uni-
versity participated in the champion-
ship and festival, organised by the 
varsity’s Directorate of Physical 
Education and Sports.

In the snow festival, competitions 
were held in Kabaddi (men/women) 
and Volleyball (men/women). The 
volleyball (women) title was lifted 
by Women’s College Zakura while as 
runner-up was lifted by GDC Gan-
derbal. In the Men's Category, GDC 
Ganderbal emerged winner while 
GDC Pampore ended up as runner-up.

In Kabaddi (women) category, GDC 
Pulwama emerged victorious while 
University of Kashmir  emerged 

runner-up. In the Men’s category, 
GDC Ganderbal again emerged win-
ner while GDC Tral emerged runner-
up. Meanwhile, in the inter-skiing 
championship (women), Saba Bashir 
(KU), SumaiyaSair (KU) and Masrat 
Jan (GDC Kangan) bagged 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd positions, respectively while 
in Men’s category  Fayaz Ahmad (KU), 
Jehangir Ahmad (GDC Tangmarg) 
and Mohammad Ramzan Rather (KU) 
bagged 1st, 2nd and 3rd positions 
respectively. A prize distribution 
ceremony was held after the culmi-
nation of events to felicitate the play-
ers. Dr Nisar Ahmad Khan Coordina-
tor DPES was the chief guest on the 
occasion, while Javeed-ur-Rehman, 
Assistant Director Tourism Gulmarg  
and Nadeem Ahmad Dar, Assistant 
Director, DPES were the guests of 
honour.

MuneerAlam conducted proceed-
ings of the ceremony.

 Piping ceremony held at District Police Office Awantipora

SO  NEWS DESK

AWANTIPRORA: Piping 
ceremony of recently pro-
moted Head Constable as 
ASI held at DPO Awanti-
pora.

The promoted officer was 
decorated with his new rank 
by SSP Awantipora Shri 
Tahir Saleem-JKPS who 

expressed happiness over 
his promotion.On the occa-
sion, SSP Awantipora con-
gratulated the promoted 
officer and advised him to 
remain committed towards 
his duties and ensure better 
public service.  

The promoted officer 
pledged to work with the 
same zeal and enthusiasm. 

During the ceremony, the 
newly promoted Officer 
expressed his gratitude 
towards Police department 
for conferring his next rank 
and timely up gradation.

Other senior officers of 
the Police district were also 
present on the occasion and 
congratulated the promot-
ed officer.
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edITORIAL

Per Oral Endoscopic Myotomy – A new technique to treat swallowing disorders

A
chalasia is a disease where the func-
tion of the esophagus stops working 
overtime. It is thought to be neural 
degeneration of the selective nerve 

fibers in the body of the esophagus and the 
valve at the top of the stomach. It is a rare 
disease with an estimated prevalence of 10.82 
and incidence of 0.3–1.63 per 100,000 adults 
per year.

In this disease esophagus muscles do not 
squeeze and the sphincter muscle does not 
open, so food cannot pass through valve top 
on stomach. Patients begin to experience 
trouble swallowing. They cannot `swallow 
regular food; they have trouble swallowing 
liquids and they get a sensation that stuff 
just sits in their esophagus. Some may need 
to drink a lot of fluids to get food into the 
stomach and others may feel pain and/or dis-
comfort after eating. Some patients suffering 
from achalasia may have undigested food 
come up after eating or when lying down.

Symptoms of achalasia may include:
·         Regurgitation of food
·         Chest pain or pain felt in the back, 

neck, and arms.
·         Difficulty swallowing liquids and 

solids.
·         Heartburn
·         Unintentional weight loss
·         Cough

How it can be diagnosed: -

1.Esophageal manometry:-
During esophageal manometry, a thin, 

flexible tube (catheter) that contains pressure 
sensors is passed through nose, down into 
esophagus and then into stomach. Esopha-
geal manometry provides information about 
the movement of food through the esophagus 
into the stomach. The test measures the force 
and coordination of esophageal muscles as 
they propel food into stomach. This test also 
diagnoses other swallowing disorders and 
classify Achalasia to customise treatment 
accordingly.

2. Upper Endoscopy: -
 In this test  flexible tube equipped with 

a light and camera inserted into food pipe 
through throat to examine the inside of food 
pipe and stomach. Endoscopy can be normal 
or may show retained saliva, undigested 

food, or liquid in the  food pipe a without 
any   blockage of the esophagus by tumour 
and narrowing with subjective evidence of  
resistant at valve at top of stomach while ne-
gotiating tube.

3. X-Ray of upper digestive System: -
X-rays are taken after the patient swallows 

chalky liquid that coats and fills the inside 
lining of the food pipe and visualisation of a 
dilated proximal food pipe with a narrowed 
junction just above the stomach  giving the 
characteristic “bird beak” appearance is 
highly suggestive of achalasia.

BothEndoscopy and barium esophagram 
are only complementary to esophageal ma-
nometry and lack sensitivity for accurately 
diagnosing achalasia.

Major Treatment of Achalasia: -

• Pneumatic dilation:-
 A balloon is inserted by endoscopy into 

the centre of the esophageal sphincter and 
inflated to enlarge the opening. This outpa-
tient procedure may need to be repeated if 
the esophageal sphincter does not stay open. 
Nearly one-third of people treated with bal-
loon dilation need repeat treatment within 
five years. It is uncontrolled and forceful di-
lation sometimes can result into oesophageal 
perforation although response is good among 
early or evolving Achalasia

 • Botox: -
Botox is generally recommended only for 

people who are not good candidates for Bal-
loon dilation,   endoscopic and laparoscopic 
myotomy because of  age or overall health 
and presence of significant comorbidities. 
Botox injections typically do not last more 
than six months.

. Surgery ( Heller Myotomy):-
 During this procedure, five or six small 

incisions are made in the abdominal wall 
and laparoscopic instruments are inserted. 
Then muscle cut along the esophagus, start-
ing above the lower esophageal sphincter and 
extending down onto the stomach a little way

. PER ORAL ENDOSCOPIC MYOTOMY 
( POEM) :-

 This new Less Invasive and effective  pro-
cedure eliminates the need for abdominal 
incisions. It is a major advance in treatment 
of achalasia and is less invasive and less trau-
matic to the body.

How is the POEM procedure done?
·A flexible tube called an endoscope is 

passed through the mouth into oesophagus 
and  make a small cut in the inner most lay-
er of the esophagus and then reach between 
the layers of the esophagus to  selective cut 
that stiff muscle and then close the hole in 

the esophagus with clips. This whole proce-
dure is being done with an endoscope with-
out having any incisions on your abdomen. 
Carbon dioxide gas ( Co2) is used  for insuf-
flation during this procedures because Co2 
absorbed very rapidly hence air insufflation 
related complications can be a avoided in this 
procedure .

·It can be done in advance cases of Achala-
sia like sigmoid Oesophagus and  in presence 
of diverticula. POEM usually not require an 
additional anti reflux procedure.

·         POEM is also effective for other swal-
lowing disorders like diffuse oesophageal 
spasm ,  ineffective oesophageal motility and 
Jackhammer Oesophagus.

·Procedure time is usually one hours and 
some time can be prolonged due to difficult 
procedure in view of  long standing disease , 
huge dilation and unexpected bleeder during 
myotomy.

·However, POEM is not without risks. 
As with other operations, there are risks of 
bleeding and rarely leak which may resulting 
in chest infection.  It has been shown to in-
crease the risk of long-term reflux, although 
rarely troublesome and most of times con-
trolled with anti acid tablets.

(THE AUTHOR IS A SENIOR 
CONSULTANT GASTROENTEROLOGY 

Batra Hospital , New Delhi)

 dR KAPIL SHARMA

T
he great personality of reli-
gion, politics, education, and 
much more. Maulana Abdul 
Kalam Azad was an educa-

tionist islamic scholar, politician and 
a freedom fighter in India’s strug-
gle against British rule. He was also 
against the partition of India into In-
dia and Pakistan. He did not migrated 
Pakistan as well.

Abul Kalam Azad was born in Nov-
11, 1888 in Makkah. His father’s name 
was Maulana khairudin. Because of 
his orthodox family background, Azad 
had to pursue traditional islamic edu-
cation, he was taught at home first by 
father and later by appointed teacher, 
he was trained to become a clergy.( 
Ulama or Molvi)However, he was also 
influenced by the emphasis that Indi-
an educator Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan 
placed on getting a well-rounded edu-
cation, and he learned English with-
out his father’s knowledge.

Maulana Azad’s real name was 
Ghulam mohiudin but he was popu-

larly known as Maulana Azad.He is 
commonly remembered as Maulana 
Azad; the word Maulana is an honor-
ific meaning ‘Our Master’ and he had 
adopted Azad (Free) as his pen name. 
His contribution to establishing the 
education foundation in India is rec-
ognised by celebrating his birthday as 
National Education Day across India. 
He wrote many works, and a Qura-
nic Tafsir “ TrajumanUr quran”. He 
developed interest in the pan- islamic 
doctorine of Jamal uddin Afghani and 
Aligarh thought of sir Syed. In 1912 he 
started a weekly journal in Urdu “ Al- 
Hilal” to increases the revolutionary 
recruits amongst the Muslims,  Al Hi-
lal played an important role in forging 
hindu- Mulsim unity, but was banned 
in 1914 for propagating secessionist 
views by the British government” 
then he started another weekly called 
“Al- Balagah”.

Azad was one of the main organiz-
ers of the Dharasana Satyagraha in 
1931, and emerged as one of the most 
important national leaders of the 
time, prominently leading the caus-
es of Hindu-Muslim unity as well as 
espousing secularism and socialism. 

He served as Congress president from 
1940 to 1945, during which the Quit In-
dia rebellion was launched. Azad was 
imprisoned, together with the entire 
Congress leadership. He also worked 
for Hindu-Muslim unity through the 
Al-Hilal newspaper.

Maulana Azad was a renowned 
scholar and poet, he was well versed in 
Arabic, English, Urdu, Hindi, Persian 
and Bengali. He was a brilliant debat-
er, as indicated in his name “ Abul 
Kalam- lord of Dialogue”. He was also 
the foremost leaders of Indian freedom 
struggle and was imprisoned number 
of times by the British government. 
Maulana Azad become independent 
India’s first education minister, and 
for his invaluable contribution he was 
posthumously ( After death) awarded, 
India’s highest civilian honour “ Ba-
har Ratna” in 1992.

Maulana Azad was the education 
minister of India from jan-1947 to Feb 
22, 1958 i.e till his death, he died of a 
Heart stroke, on this very date.

Some precious thoughts of Abul Ka-
lam Azad to inspire Students:

1. “Climbing to the top demands 
strength, whether it is to the top of 

Mount Everest or to the top of your 
career.”

2.“As a child of God, I am greater 
than anything that can happen to me.”

3. “Slavery is worst even if it bears 
beautiful names.”

4. “You have to dream before your 
dreams can come true.”

5. “Educationists should build the 
capacities of the spirit of inquiry, 
creativity, entrepreneurial and moral 
leadership among students and be-
come their role model.”

6.”Education imparted by heart can 
bring revolution in the society.”

7. “Be more dedicated to making 
solid achievements than in running 
after swift but synthetic happiness.”

8. “To succeed in your mission, you 
must have single-minded devotion to 
your goal.”

9. “Teaching by tongue can be per-
spired but by good deed can stay stron-
ger.”

10. “Do we not realize that self re-
spect comes with self reliance?”

(The Author is Currently perusing 
Bachelor’s degree at Srinagar)

MAULANA AZAD
( An Educationist, islamic scholar, Politician and a freedom fighter)

SUFAYA YOUSF

Sofisufaya1999@gmail.com

A 
year of uncertainty, 2020, when 
the whole world got clouded 
by an unprecedented health 
crisis in the form of Covid-19 

pandemic, an urgent international re-
sponse to prepare for an outbreak got 
triggered in the form of social distanc-
ing, sanitation measures and compul-
sory mask wearing. As is said ‘well 
begun is half done’, all it needed to com-
plete the fight against the deadly virus 
was to be ahead of the virus and make 
a safe and efficacious vaccine. Vaccine 
is a biological preparation that consti-
tutes the cornerstone therapy in the 
management of particular infectious 
diseases. On a broader aspect, vaccines 
can either be prophylactic (to prevent 
or ameliorate the effects of a future in-
fection by a natural or "wild" pathogen), 
or therapeutic (to fight a disease that 
has already occurred, such as cancer). 
In an ideal world, all vaccines would 
induce sterilizing immunity, meaning 
thereby that the vaccine not only prevents 
one from getting a disease but also an 
infection. However, in real world it is 
actually difficult to produce vaccines 
that stop infection altogether.As Covid-19 
pandemic became a Public Health Emer-
gency of International Concern, the 
scientific minds across the globe got 
together, decoded the genetic sequence 
within a month’s time and hastenedthe 
development of a preventive/ prophy-
lactic Covid-19 vaccine. 

As of January 2021, nine different 
technological platforms were under 
research with main focus being upon 
the corona virus spike protein and its 
variants. It ultimately lead to the de-
velopment of four distinct types of Co-
vid vaccinesworldwide -- whole virus 
(attenuated or weakened form), protein 
subunit, nucleic acid (RNA or DNA) 
and viral vector.However, India, that 
was at the forefront of the COVID-19 
vaccination race right from the early 
stages of the pandemic developed the 
two vaccines -- Covishield and Covaxin 
and gave an Emergency Use Authoriza-
tion (EUA) approval without added 
conditionalities, although the latter 
was recommended to be administered 
in a ‘clinical trial mode’. In the history 
of human race it must be for the first 
time that within a span of one year the 
vaccines were manufactured with a 
satisfactory efficacy minus the major 

side effects.  
The Covishield vaccine manufactured 

by Serum Institute of India, Pune uses 
the master seed of Oxford-AstraZeneca 
vaccine, that is, a viral vector platform, 
technology previously used to prepare 
vaccines for Ebola virus. In simple terms, 
it is made from a weakened version of 
a common cold virus, called adenovirus, 
from chimpanzees and has been modi-
fied to look more like coronavirus. Af-
ter vaccination, the surface spike pro-
tein is produced, priming the immune 
system to attack the SARS-CoV-2 virus 
if it later infects the body.It can be stored, 
transported and handled at normal 
refrigerated conditions (2°C-8°C/ 36°F-
46°F) and has a shelf-life of at least six 
months.The peer-reviewed results of 
the Phase- III trials have shown an ef-
ficacy and effectiveness of up to 90%. 
However, the results also revealed that 
the vaccine was only 62% effective when 
participants were given two full doses, 
but its efficacy rose to 90% when a half 
dose followed by a full dose was admin-
istered.Besides some problems earlier 
in South Africa recently it has not been 
used in 8 European Nations including 
Italy, Denmark, and Norway etc. for 
fear of serious blood clot incidents. Hence, 
we have to observe its process with an 
Eagle Eye.

The Covaxin, on the other hand, has 
been developed by Hyderabad-based 
Bharat Biotech in association with the 
Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR) and the National Institute of 
Virology (NIV).This vaccine is developed 
with Whole-Virion Inactivated Vero 
Cell-derived technology and is an in-

activated vaccine (using a chemical 
called, beta-propiolactone), prepared 
on a tried and tested platform of dead 
viruses, which prompts an immune 
response but doesn’t infect or make the 
person sick. There are many inacti-
vated vaccines already in use against 
various diseases like Hepatitis A, In-
fluenza, Polio, Rabies, which offer “ex-
cellent protection”. The two dose Co-
vaxin has been found to be 81% effective 
in an interim analysis of late stage 
trial data on about 26,000 people with 
10- 12% less side effects when compared 
with other Covid- 19 vaccines. Since 
Covaxin contains the whole body of a 
virus instead of just its ‘spike protein’ 
tip, it has the potential to work against 
other Covid-19 variants, is likely to be 
safer in children over the age of 12 years 
and could be used as a booster for peo-
ple already vaccinated with a first dose 
of other shots. 

Although thecountry’s national vac-
cination program has entered into the 
2nd phase, only 2 % of the population 
has been inoculated with the vaccine 
till date. Thisvaccinated percentage 
seems to be a miniscule as we are aim-
ing at the realistic population vaccina-
tion coverage rate of 75% so as to prevent 
an epidemic or extinguish it without 
further measures such as social distanc-
ing. The one reason that holds the pub-
lic from taking a jab seems to be a 
misperception about its safety and ef-
ficacy. This Vaccine hesitancy might 
prove to be a global health threat as it 
will increase the risk of further viral 
spread leading on to intermittent flare 
up of Covid-19 outbreaks.  

Almost all existing vaccines dras-
tically reduce the odds of hospitalisa-
tion or death due to Covid-19 and in 
light of the present situation, what 
matters the most is to get inoculated 
against the corona virus irrespective 
of which vaccine has been adminis-
tered. 

There are the potential vaccines in 
pipeline in form of nasal spray or 
single shot regimen that might prove 
to be the game changer and fare better 
than the current ones but waiting for 
a better vaccine would be a poten-
tially lethal mistake. Even a partial, 
late, or weak immunity, such as a one 
resulting from cross-immunity to a 
strain other than the target strain, 
may mitigate an infection, resulting 
in a lower mortality rate, lower mor-
bidity and faster recovery. 

At an individual level each citizen 
should behave responsibly by taking 
the jab and promote the co citizens to 
do the same, at the policy level the bu-
reaucratic hurdles need to be softened 
and smoothened with involvement of 
multiple other sectors for example — 
defence forces, paramilitary forces, 
railways, airlines, judiciary, corporates, 
other private and semi-private organisa-
tions so that maximum people get vac-
cinated at an earliest. The only best way 
forward in present scenario is to regis-
ter yourself and get vaccinated as soon 
as possible, regardless of Covishield or 
Covaxin.

(The Author is a Chief Cardiologist
SGL SuperSpeciality Hospital 

Jalandhar, Punjab)

Vaccines Save Lives, 
Fear Endangers

Dr. Pawan Suri

psuricardio@gmail.com

Road traffic accidents attribute a major 
share in head injury & brain damage

P
ertaining to the increasing cases 
of traumatic head injury that leaves 
most of the patients severely morbid 
for lifetime, there is a dire need to 

raise awareness among the masses to safely 
evacuate any such patient to the hospital 
within the golden period.

While road traffic injuries contribute to 
the majority of cases with head injury, peo-
ple need to follow all the road safety rules, 
which remains the only preventive option. 
In view of the same, Artemis Agrim Institute 
of Neurosciences, Gurugram organised an 
awareness session aiming to educate young 
riders and pillions on the correct use of 
safety devices like helmets, seat belts which 
play a crucial role in preventing damage to 
the brain during accidents.

According to the statistics from the Min-
istry of Road Transport & Highways (MoRTH) 
India has one of the worst road safety records 
in the world. Around 400 people die in road 
accidents every day, where over 1317 accidents 
occur each day with 60% patients of sustained 
head injury. The factors vary from speeding, 
drinking under the influence (DIU), reckless 
or rash driving to jumping red lights and 
unsafe lane changes. This indicates that 

hospitals are packed with low-risk as well 
as extremely critical road accident victims 
every day. Head injuries, be it due to road 
accidents, trauma, or for any reason, is the 
major cause of permanent disability and 
other serious consequences including cogni-
tive disabilities, loss of vision & speech, 
deafness, mild to severe paralysis, neuro-
logical & neuropsychiatric issues and in 
severe cases can also cause fatality. Just like 
the golden hour in heart attack and brain 
attack, wider awareness needed for the 
golden hour period in head injury as well. 
With advancements in the field of treatment 
for polytrauma and critical care services, 
serious accident victims sustaining head 
injuries can not only be saved but also lead 
a better quality of life post treatment, pro-
vided they arrive within the golden period. 
Also need for a dedicated integrated neuro-
intensive care unit which is well integrated 
with Neurosurgery services.  This has been 
a key differentiator for Agrim Institute of 

Neurosciences at Artemis Hospital, Guru-
gram. According to the WHO data, road deaths 
are the biggest cause of unnatural deaths in 
India and they include pedestrians, who 
constitute a significant share of these fa-
talities. In the last decade, 1.2 million acci-
dental deaths, 5 million serious injuries & 
disabilities happened on the Indian Roads. 
And it's needless to say that this is just the 
tip of the iceberg.

This indicates that hospitals are packed 
with low-risk as well as extremely critical 
road accident victims every day. It is seen 
that in most of the cases delay in detecting 
and providing care for patients with head 
injuries has been responsible for the increase 
in severity and morbidity. More than 50% 
of such cases end up with permanent dis-
ability if not treated timely or efficiently.

(The Author is  Director 
Neurosurgery Agrim institute of neuro 

sciences, Artemis Hospital)

Dr. Aditya Gupta

HOPEFUL
Everyday, we are under distress.

The cause only is stress.
I am punished but not inspired.

I am feeling tired.
Whenever I want to study in free time,

It eventually becomes a crime.
Life goes faster and faster.

No time to think ; no time to play.
I am running here and there

Because I have fear.
My screams turn into tears.

My tears are mine; so no one hears.
I myself am responsible for a bad dream.

Whenever I ponder over it, it never looks a team.
Now, the prayers is a way.

I hope for a better day.
SYED MUSTAFA AHMAD

Onus on both of us 
to beat pandemic

E
xactly a year ago, on 17th 
of March 2020 the first 
case of coronavirus was 
reported in Srinagar 

which pressed a panic button and 
prompted administration to impose 
lockdown to contain the virus and 
its proliferation. The lockdown 
remained in force for next couple 
of months with total compliance.

The fear of getting the coronavi-
rus had made people to remain 
confined to four walls, even people 
preferred to perform the religious 
obligations at home instead of mov-
ing out. The dreadful nature of 
virus with no remedies had made 
the lives of masses miserable. So-
cial distancing, masking and oth-
er relevant things were the norm 
of the day during that period.

But gradually the fear of the pan-
demic goes off with every passing 
day. People hardly care now about 
this dreadful disease even as ex-
perts suggest the second wave has 
the potential of creating havoc. The 
question is, are we naive or deft, 
the disease is wondering around 
us and the daily emerging reports 
confirm it. Now, we are at the phase, 
where onus lies on both of us (Peo-
ple and Government). People should 
not be reluctant in wearing masks 
and maintaining social distance, 
simultaneously, the government 
should work on a rapid vaccination 
programme so as to ensure every-
one gets jab to beat the pandemic 
at earliest.
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GUJARAT: On the historic day 
of 19th March, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Manoj Sinha attended the 
“Azaadi ka Amrut Mahotsav” 
celebrations and joined Dandi 
March at Surya Mandir, Borsad, 
Gujarat.

During his visit, the Lt Gov-
ernor paid humble tributes to 
the Father of Nation, Mahatma 
Gandhi. “I bow down to this 
pious land and thank all my col-
leagues who are participating in 
this mass festival”, the Lt Gover-
nor remarked.

The Lt Governor also paid 
floral tributes to the Iron Man of 
India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
at his birthplace, Karamsad.

While addressing a gathering 
of marchers, the Lt Governor 

paid homage to Bapu and all the 
great freedom fighters, which 
scripted a new history of Indian 
freedom struggle.

Before starting the Dandi 
March from Sabarmati, Bapu 
had said “ I know the path, it is 
straight and narrow. It is like 

the edge of a sword and I would 
be happy to walk on that path”. 
With this resolve, Bapu along 
with his companion freedom 
fighters embarked on a non-vio-
lent journey to achieve freedom 
through Dandi Yatra, that shook 
the British rule, the Lt Governor 

added.
The Lt Governor noted that 

the Hon’ble Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi during the 8th  
March meeting, while draw-
ing the outline of the Azaadi 
ka Amrut Mahotsav, suggested 
celebrating the 75 years of Inde-
pendence under the Five Pillars 
- Freedom Struggle, Ideas at 75, 
Achievement at 75, Action at 75 
and Resolve at 75. He said that 
from the rich saga of Freedom 
Struggle to our resolve of 75 
years, all of us should celebrate 
this festival with a sense of duty 
towards the country and achiev-
ing the dream of developed India.

The five Pillars that the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister has 
spoken about are the divine path 
of the Azaadi ka Amrut Mahot-
sav celebrations. 

‘Bringi’ signs contract with 
JK Bank for supplying 
natural spring water
SO NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR: ‘Bringi’ signs contract with 
Jammu & Kashmir Bank for supplying natu-
ral spring water.

   Sources said that Bringi signed a con-
tract with JK Bank in presence of Chairman 
JK Bank R.K Chibbar and other top officials 
at Corporate Headquarters of the Bank locat-
ed at TRC Crossing.

   Managing Director Azhaan Beverages 
Pvt LTD Bŕingi Natural Spring Water plant, 
Sameer Darial confirmed that he signed a 
contract with JK Bank and the company will 
supply natural water to the Bank. He said it’s 
a great honour for him and his company.

   He said ‘Bringi’ is great in taste which is 
being manufactured from naturally alkaline 
spring water.”We neither add harsh filters 
nor add or remove anything. The water is 
alkaline-rich and alive with minerals that 
neutralize acidity – goodness that helps bal-
ance your diet and your life. We distribute 
this brand to every part of North India,” he 
said. (KNT)

JK reports152 new 
positive cases, 125118 
recovered so far
SO NEWS DESK

JAMMU: The Government on Friday 
informed that 152 new positive cases of novel 
Corona virus (COVID-19), 31from Jammu 
division and 121from Kashmir division, 

have been reported today, thus taking 
the total number of positive cases in 

Jammu and Kashmir to 128249.
Also 01 COVID-19 death has 
been reported from Jammu 
Division.

Moreover, 72 more COVID-
19 patients have recovered 
and discharged from vari-
ous hospitals including 06 

from Jammu Division and 66 
from Kashmir Division.

According to the daily 
Media Bulletin on novel Corona 

virus (Covid-19), out of 128249 positive 
cases, 1152 are Active Positive, 125118 have 

recovered and 1979 have died; 732 in Jammu 
division and 1247 in Kashmir division.

The Bulletin further said that out of 
5690460 test results available, 5562211 
samples have been tested as negative till 
19thMarch, 2021.

Till date 1419909 persons have been enlist-
ed for observation which included 30398 per-
sons in home quarantine including facilities 
operated by government, 1152 in isolation 
and 120358 in home surveillance. Besides, 
1266022 persons have completed their sur-
veillance period.

 Skoda Kushaq unveiled, 
booking will start from June

SO NEWS DESK

Jammu/Srinagar: Keeping in mind the Indian 
market, Skoda unveiled its first made in India 
SUV wherein the booking will start soon in 
June and will be handed over to customers in 
the month of July. Skoda’s 'Kushaq' is the first 
product of the ‘India 2.0’ project in which Volk-
swagen Group has invested nearly one billion 
Euros. Skoda has introduced this car with the 
best ESI engine and design. Kushaq features 
vivid security features, high level of comfort, 
modern infotainment and a stylish look.

Thomas Chafer, CEO, Skoda Auto stated that 
two and a half years ago the Volkswagen Group 
gave the company the assignment of taking 
over the responsibility of the Indian market, 
which resulted in the unveiling of the Kushaq 
today. Gurpratap Boparai, Managing Director, 
Skoda Volkswagen stated that Kushaq is based 
on the MQB A0 IN platform and is inspired by 
the diversity of our vibrant nation yet resonates 
with the sensibilities of a global audience. 
Kushaq Company is poised to tap the burgeon-
ing demand for mid-size SUVs – a segment set 
to grow multifold over the next few years in 
India.”

Skoda is making use of two efficient and 
powerful petrol engines for the KUSHAQ. The 
advanced TSI engines have a power output 
ranging between 85 kW (115 PS) and 110 kW (150 
PS). The engines meet India’s stringent BS6 
emission standards and put their power to the 
road via a 6-speed manual gearbox, a 6 speed 
automatic transmission or 7-speed DSG.

 NSS, Psychology 
Dept, DSW organise 

workshops, social 
service camp

SO NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR: Vice-Chancellor of Uni-
versity of Kashmir Prof Talat Ahmad 
Friday inaugurated a special social ser-
vice camp at Dargah Hazratbal on the 
revered occasion of Friday following 
Mehraj-ul-Alam.

The day-long camp was organised 
by the Department of Students Welfare 
(DSW).

In his special remarks on the occa-
sion, Prof Talat highlighted the role of 
academic institutions in undertaking 
social service activities on such revered 
occasions.

Registrar Dr Nisar Ahmad Mir said 
such special occasions should reinforce 

in all of us a sense of compassion, empa-
thy, mutual respect and social service.

Dean Students Welfare Prof Raies A 
Qadri highlighted social service initia-
tives being undertaken by the Depart-
ment of Students Welfare. The special 
camp, among others, was attended by 
Chief Proctor Prof Showket Ahmad 
Shah, student volunteers and officials 
from the DSW.

Meanwhile, Kashmir University’s 
National Service Scheme (NSS) organ-
ised two separate sessions on human 
rights.

The programme was sponsored by 
the National Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC) and Regional Directorate of NSS 
New Delhi.

200 NSS volunteers from different 
colleges and different departments of 
University of Kashmir participated in it.

Dr Musavir Ahmad, Coordinator of 
NSS at KU spoke about the significance 
of such awareness programmes and the 
need to hold them in colleges and schools 

as well.
Ajaz-ul-Haque from EMMRC, Dr 

Mubashir Altaf, Dr Henna Basharat 
from School of Law and Tabasum Qadir 
Parray Principal Magistrate Juvenile 
Justice Board were the resource per-
sons who spoke on various dimensions 
of human rights.

Two declamation competitions on 
the theme, wherein Dalia and Sheikh 
Yamina from School of Law secured 
first positions while Maliha from 
Islamia College of Science and Com-
merce and Sumanjeet Kour from GDC 
Baramulla secured the second posi-
tions. Khuspreet Kour from GDC for 
Physical Education Ganderbal and 
Yawar Ahmad from GDC Pulwama 
secured the third positions. Prof Aejaz 
Mohammad Sheikh, Provost KU, Prof 
Parvez Ahmad, HOD History KU, and 
Prof S M Afzal Qadri, former Dean and 
Head, School of Law KU presided over 
the valedictory-cum-prize distribution 
ceremony.

Extension activities continue at 
Kashmir University

 DC Jammu launches J&K Yellow Pages 
Web Portal, Mobile App

Tawi Riverfront to be developed on 
the lines of Sabarmati Riverfront: LG

Digital platform 
enables public –admin 

interface
SO NEWS DESK

JAMMU: Deputy Commissioner Jammu, 
Anshul Garg today launched J&K Yellow 
Pages Web Portal and an Android Mobile 
App which will act as a one stop interface 
for authorities and general public.

This portal and the Mobile app contain 
Government Contacts, Web Directory as 
well as Public Utilities and will be very 
useful tool in the present era of Informa-
tion Technology.  The web portal and 
the mobile app have been designed and 
developed to make it accessible across the 
Union Territory without any modifica-
tions.

The Deputy Commissioner Jammu 
informed that this Android Mobile App 
has been hosted on Google Play Store and 
can be searched as “J&K Yellow Pages” 

with a parallel web interface which can 
be accessed at http://nicjkapps.nic.in/
jammu.

The IOS version of this mobile app for 
apple devices will also be released shortly. 
Both the portal and Mobile app have been 
indigenously designed and developed by 
National Informatics Centre District 
Jammu, which is headed by Sanjay Gupta, 
Technical Director Cum DIO Jammu.

Among others present at the launch 

ceremony were Ramesh Chander, ADDC 
Jammu; Satish Sharma, ADC Jammu; 
Jasmeet Singh, AC Nazool Jammu and 
Yoginder Katoch, Chief Planning Officer 
Jammu.Earlier,   DIO Jammu, Sanjay 
Gupta briefed Deputy Commissioner 
Jammu about the features of the Web 
Portal and Mobile App. He apprised about 
the hierarchal design of the entire soft-
ware solution, which assists the visitors 
in filtering their data requirements. 

SO NEWS DESK

AHMADABAD: Lieutenant Gover-
nor, Manoj Sinha today visited Sabar-
mati Riverfront in Ahmedabad to take 
on-spot assessment and get first-hand 
information on the Sabarmati River-
front Development Project, on whose 
lines Tawi Riverfront in Jammu would 
be developed.

The Lt Governor discussed in detail 
about the challenges and best prac-
tices adopted during the development 
of Sabarmati Riverfront, besides flood 
control measures to be taken while 
developing Tawi Riverfront.

The concerned officials also briefed 
the Lt Governor about the development 
model and concept of the Sabarmati Riv-
erfront.

An overview was taken by the Lt 
Governor pertaining to the develop-
ment of Biodiversity Park, streets, 
River Promenade, and general facilities 
under Sabarmati Riverfront Develop-

ment project. He also enquired about 
the mechanism being laid down for the 
development of upcoming attractions 
like Pedestrian Bridge, Sports complex, 
Multi-Level Car Parking etc.

Rivers are the cradle of civilization 
and reflect the culture and history of 
a place. We will ensure aesthetic value 

of Tawi Riverfront, developing natural 
purification capability, besides sustain-
able development of environment and 
urban infrastructure.  Experts are being 
roped for early execution of the presti-
gious Tawi Riverfront Project which 
was pending for many years, said the 
Lt Governor.

 Sheikh Bashir declared 
Sajada Nisheen 

 Trees satisfy many needs of humans & contribute 
in huge way to environment: DGP J&K

 Div Com takes stock of Covid 
control measures

 SO NEWS DESK

 JAMMU: Divisional Commissioner 
Jammu, Dr. Raghav Langer today visited 
Railway Station and took stock of Covid-19 
control measures being implemented by 
the administration.

The Div Com was accompanied by 
Deputy Commissioner Jammu, Anshul 
Garg; Additional Deputy Commissioner 
Jammu, Satish Sharma; besides senior 
functionaries of Health Department and 
other concerned departments.

The team of doctors on duty apprised 
the Divisional Commissioner about the 
arrangements put in place by the district 
administration and the health department 
for prevention and control of Covid-19.

It was informed that medical teams are 
available at the Railway Station 24×7 and 
all the passengers are being sampled at 
the platforms.

'Around 4000 samples are being tested 

at Railway station every day', informed 
the health officers. After sampling, the 
asymptomatic patients are   sent for home 
isolation, while symptomatic patients are 
sent to hospitals. Those unable to manage 
home quarantine are being shifted to MCH 
Gandhi Nagar, the Div Com was told.

The Divisional Commissioner directed 
the concerned officers to keep extra vigil 
on passengers and do not let anyone go 
without sampling.

The Div Com stressed on dealing with 
the situation as per the recommended 
guidelines and standard operating pro-
cedure. He urged the people to cooperate 
with administration and be well informed 
about precautions and other preventive 
measures to prevent the spread of the 
infection.

   The concerned officers were directed 
to immediately double the present testing 
capacity of both RT-PCR & RAT in view of 
the recent surge in Covid-19 cases.

 

G.A. Mir felicitated 
Sheikh Bashir

SO NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR: The J&K Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (JKPCC) President 
G.A. Mir felicitated Sheikh Bashir 
for taking over as Sajada Nisheen of 
revered shrine of Sufi Saint Sultan 
Saheb (RA)Badsgam (Harkura).

Sheikh Bashir is the grandson of 
Sultan Saheb (RA), and son of late. 
Lassa Kak, who was also Sajada 
Nasheen of the shrine and breathed 
his last, very recently,.

In an important function held 
at the shrine of Sultan Saheb (RA) 
at Hakura Badsgam in Anantnag 
District, Sheikh Bashir was unani-

mously declared as Sajad Nisheen 
of the Shrine. JKPCC President 
G.A.Mir, scores of religious leaders 
and scholars and hundreds of local 
people were present on this auspi-
cious occasion and felicitated Sheikh 
Bashir. The turban ceremony was 
performed by Peer Nissar Ahmad.

On this occasion JKPCC Presi-

dent G.A. Mir highlighted the ser-
vices rendered by the family of Late. 
Sultan Saheb (RA) and termed him 
(Sultan Saheb) a tallest spiritual and 
most loving and respected personal-
ity of people of J&K.

Mir also prayed for eternal 
peace to Sultan Saheb (RA) and his 
deceased son Lassa Kak. 

SO NEWS DESK

 
JAMMU: J&K Police in collabo-
ration with Peepal Saves People 
Foundation Trust launched plan-
tation drive by planting fruit and 
Peepal saplings at Sunjwan Train-
ing Centre here this morning. The 
Director General of Police J&K, 
Shri Dilbag Singh was the chief 
guest on the occasion.

 Earlier on his arrival, the DGP 
was received by ADGP Armed 
J&K, Shri A.K. Choudhary, SSP 
Jammu, COs of different Jammu 
based battalions, AIsG of PHQ 
and engineers of Police Construc-
tion Division.  The DGP J&K Shri 
Dilbag Singh, ADGP Armed, J&K 
Shri A.K. Choudhary and other 
police officers planted fruit and 
Peepal Saplings in the campus.

On this occasion, the DGP in 
his address congratulated ‘Peepal 
Saves People Foundation Trust’ 
for taking up the pious initiative of 
planting the Peepal trees and said 
that Jammu and Kashmir Police 
will provide support to the founda-
tion as and when required. He said 
that trees are very important part 
of our lives and they not only sat-
isfy the needs of humans but con-

tribute in huge ways to the envi-
ronment. He said that the trees 
which were planted in campus 
today will provide refreshing and 
pleasing environment in coming 
times for the Jawans here. He 
informed that Jammu and Kash-
mir Police has 
launched planta-
tion drives at a 
number of police 
complexes across 
Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

The DGP said 
that trees and for-
ests are consid-
ered as an inte-
gral part of the 
Indian culture 
and planting of 
trees is regarded 
as a divine act. 
He said that 
planting trees 
should be adopted and encour-
aged to protect our environment.  
Recalling his childhood days, the 
DGP said that trees were great 
source of enjoyment, exercise and 
playing activities. The Peepal and 
Banyan trees are in fact embedded 

in our childhood memories, the 
DGP added.

Earlier, the founder president 
of ‘Peepal Saves People Founda-
tion Trust’ Shri Pritam Singh 
gave detailed briefing regarding 
the work of the foundation. He 

said that more 
than 7000 peepal 
saplings have 
been planted in 
schools, colleg-
es, universities, 
hospitals, police, 
army areas, gov-
ernment and 
other public 
places in Jammu 
and Kashmir. 
He said that the 
main objective of 
planting Peepal 
saplings is to 
create environ-
ment free from 

pollution.
Commandant IRP 14th Bn Ms 

Anita Sharma in her welcome 
address thanked the foundation 
for taking up plantation drive in 
the Police training campus. She 
thanked the DGP for launching 

the plantation drive. She also 
briefed about various training pro-
grammes conducted in the centre.

Later on speaking to the media, 
the DGP said that elements inimi-
cal to peace are making repeated 
attempts to disrupt the peace in 
Jammu and Kashmir and added 
that J&K Police along with other 
security agencies are capable 
enough to thwart their evil 
designs. He said that recently 
two top terror commanders were 
killed in North Kashmir and South 
Kashmir and other two top com-
manders of newly created terror-
ists outfits have been arrested.  

The DGP said that it has been 
our effort to bring back misguid-
ed youth and in last year only 
around three dozen of youth with 
the support of their parents were 
brought back. He said that Police 
and security forces are providing 
chance to surrender even during 
live encounters and in 2020 around 
a dozen of them surrendered.  He 
informed this year so far twelve 
terrorists have been eliminated 
and around three dozen of terror-
ist associates of different modules 
have been arrested. 

 “Azaadi ka Amrut Mahotsav”

Lt Governor Joins Dandi March at 
Surya Mandir, Borsad, Gujarat

 Jal Shakti Abhiyan 2021’ to be launched on 22nd March
Activities to focus on catching the rain-where it falls, when it falls  

SO NEWS DESK

JAMMU:  The Central Government 
will be launching Jal Shakti Abhi-
yan-2021 with a theme to ‘catch the 
rain’ – where it falls, when it falls; this 
month on 22nd March which will con-
tinue till 30th November, 2021.

The programme envisages rainwa-
ter harvesting during pre and active 
monsoon season through the conver-
gence of various schemes and initia-
tives of various departments of the 
Central and State Governments. Car-
rying forward the achievements of 
Jal Shakti Abhiyan-2019, the sequel 
programme will cover all urban and 
rural areas of the country including 
729 districts, 7,195 blocks, 2.55 lakhs 
panchayats, and 6.64 lakh villages.

          In this regard, Cabinet Secre-
tary, Rajiv Gauba chaired a high-lev-
el meeting with the Union Secretar-
ies and Chief Secretaries of all States 
and Union territories. Chief Secre-

tary, B V R Subrahmanyam along 
with Administrative Secretary, Jal 
Shakti Department participated in 
the meeting.

          The Cabinet Secretary in-
formed the States/UTs that under 
the programme, active participation 
of the people is to be sought for var-
ious activities like mapping of water 
resources, preparing water conser-
vation plans through Gram Sabhas, 
cleaning traditional water bodies, re-
moving encroachments and obstruc-
tions in water channels, and imple-
menting appropriate interventions 
for water conservation.

          The programme will be 
launched by the Prime Minister on 
22nd March, 2021 on the occasion of 
United Nations’ World Water Day. 
The launch will be followed by spe-
cial Gram Sabhas on water conser-
vation and will kick start a host of 
activities based on large-scale com-
munity mobilization throughout the 

monsoon season.
          Jal Shakti Abhiyan will ex-

tensively focus on the de-centralized 
rainwater collection, storage, and 
utilization to improve soil moisture 
& vegetation cover, raise ground-
water table and mitigate floods 
particularly in low-lying areas, be-
sides, raising awareness on the im-
portance of freshwater availability, 
conservation of water resources and 
ill-effects of degraded and depleting 
water resources. Later, in a separate 
meeting chaired by the Chief Sec-
retary, B V R Subrahmanyam, the 
concerned departments were asked 
to plan water-conservation related 
activities over the next 8 months and 
ensure people’s participation under 
the programme. “The focus of such 
activities is to be on the revival of 
wetlands, protection of flood banks, 
rejuvenation of small rivers, and 
rivulets and conservation of water 
resources”, the Chief Secretary said.  
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union territory of Jammu & Kashmir.

cOmBinED Drug & FOOD LaB, PatOLi mangOtrian, Jammu).
EmaiL: presidentjkpharmacycouncil@gmail.com, tele: 0191-2536043.

to          SPEED POST/
          MAIL/OUT TODAY.
Mr. Mubashir Ahmad Hakeem,
S/o Mr. Shabir Ahmed,
R/o Konan, Distt-Bandipora (Kashmir).
Email: alhakeemmedicose44@gmail.com.
no: JKPc/Scn/2021/226/1025-39.                                  Dated: 15.03.2021.
Subject: Show Cause Notice.
Whereas, the Pharmacy council of union territory of J&K issued a Public notice under endorsement no: JKPc-86/Estt/681-91, Dated: 16.12.2020 
inviting therein applications for re-registration/validation of Pharmacist registration certificates of all those persons who were registered as Phar-
macist under the repealed J&K Pharmacy act, Samvat, 2011, (1955, a.D);
Whereas, the above exercise was initiated in pursuance to provisio (32c) incorporated in the Pharmacy act, 1948;
Whereas, an application from your end was uploaded in the Online Portal vide Form reference no: Phar014653, Dated: 25.02.2021;
Whereas, after perusal of office records/scrutiny of uploaded documents following discrepancies were observed;
i. that the registration number: 385 mentioned in the uploaded certificate actually belongs to mr. anil Kumar Kohli S/o mr. mohan Lal r/o 
aghar Jittoo, Distt-reasi;
ii. that the registration certificate has not been prepared/ signed by any of the Office bearers of the council;
iii. that the signature of issuing authority also does not belong to any one of the competent authorities who have  discharged such role in 
the council;
Whereas, you have indulged in unfair means and submitted fictitious documents by resorting to manipulation and misrepresentation/imperson-
ation;
Whereas, there is every apprehension that the certificate so uploaded could have been misused by you to obtain subsequent regulatory clearance;
 in light of the contents of foregoing paras and before initiating any action in the matter, you are hereby afforded an opportunity to 
furnish your response and comments to the undersigned through return mail by or before 22.03.2021 positively;
            it may be noted that in the event of your failure to respond to this notice, the council shall be constrained to initiate ex-parte action against you.

Sd/-
(Lotika Khajuria) (Ex-Officio)President

Jammu & Kashmir Pharmacy Council.DIPK-NB-6482/20

Modi accuses Mamata of 
‘encouraging’ Maoist violence
Kolkata: Accusing the Mamata Ba-
nerjee government of “encouraging” 
Maoist violence and creating their 
“new generation” in West Bengal on 
the eve of the Assembly polls, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday 
asserted that the countdown for the 
ruling Trinamul Congress’ removal 
from power in the state had begun as 
the BJP has already reached the door-
step of its manzil (goal) of victory.

“A nirmam (heartless) government 
of Didi has created a new generation 
of Maoists who loot the money of the 
poor through the TMC. The whole of 
Bengal knows who protects the coal 
and sand mafia. The Didi govern-
ment encourages the Maoist violence 
also for its political gains. You suf-
fer the loss out of it,’ Mr Modi told a 
BJP campaign rally in Purulia, one 
of the key Jangalmahal districts with 
a thick tribal votebank now with the 
saffron party, that will go to the polls 
on March 27, in the first of the eight 
phases.

Tearing into Ms Banerjee’s rule, 
the PM alleged: “A great injustice 
has been done with Purulia and Jan-
galmahal in the last 10 years. I can feel 
your pain and problems even while 
living in Delhi. That is why I am giv-
ing you an assurance about eliminat-
ing it. I know very well how the rights 

of the youth were snatched away and 
given to someone else. I am also aware 
of how betrayal has been meted out to 
members of the poor belonging to the 
SC/ST and OBCs.”

Confident of the BJP forming its 
first government in the state, Mr Modi 
added: “The days of the TMC and its 
government are now numbered in 
Bengal. The countdown has begun. 
Didi also realises it very well. That’s 
why she is trying to appear that (she 
has) changed. But this is not real. This 
reflects her fear of losing. Now the peo-

ple are saying: Lok Sabha Mein Half, 
Is Bar Puri Saaf. We have reached our 
Manzil. Bhoy Aar Noy, Ebar Hobe Joy 
(No more fear, this time there will be 
victory).”

Vowing to put those who resorted to 
atrocities on trial after the BJP forms a 
government in the state, the PM raised 
a new slogan, saying: “On May 2 Didi 
Jachchhe, Asol Poriborton Aschhe” 
(On May 2, Didi is going to leave, and 
real change is coming); after punctur-
ing the Trinamul Congress’ campaign 
of Khela Hobe (Game On) with the 

saffron party’s promise: Chakri Hobe, 
Shiksha Hobe, Bikash Hobe, Mohilader 
Uthhan Hobe, Yubo Shoktir Sompurno 
Bikash Hobe, Hospital Hobe (There will 
be jobs, education, development, wom-
en’s upliftment, total growth of youth 
power, hospitals). The PM teased Ms 
Banerjee, saying: “You have played 
with the people a lot. Now the game will 
be over.”

Announcing the sanction of various 
projects worth Rs 50,000 crores for the 
state, he also wondered why the TMC 
government could not build a bridge 
even in the past 10 years. Seeking an 
account from the two-time CM of her 
government’s development work in 
her decade-long rule, the PM, high-
lighting the Centre's DBT (Direct 
Bank Transfer) initiative in major 
welfare schemes, also mocked the 
TMC as standing for “Transfer My 
Commission” over the evils of “Cut 
Money, Syndicate Raj and Extortion” 
to deprive poor people.

He, however, wished the TMC su-
premo a quick recovery from the leg 
injuries that she had suffered at Nan-
digram in East Midnapore last week. 
“When she got hurt, I also got worried. 
I pray to God for her quick recovery,” 
Mr Modi said in his reply to the TMC’s 
question earlier about his silence on 
the incident.

Europe, US top carbon emitters 
historically; India a sufferer: Govt
New Delhi: The government 
on Friday said India was a 
sufferer, not a perpetrator 
of climate change with the 
European Continent and the 
US being top carbon emitters 
over the past two centuries.

Environment Minister 
Prakash Javadekar on Fri-
day shared historical carbon 
emission data by major re-
gions and nations between 
1751 and 2017 and said the 
European Continent contrib-
uted 514 billion tones to over-
all global carbon emissions 
during the period, which 
makes 33 per cent of the en-
tire carbon footprint burden.

“I have data from 1751 to 
2017. The European continent 
has contributed 33 per cent – 
514 billion tons -- of historical 
emissions over this period. 
The US has contributed 25 
per cent, which is 400 billion 
tons; China has contributed 
over 13 per cent, which comes 
to 200 billion tons while In-
dia has contributed only 48 
billion tones. Our net emis-
sions are much lower than 
these regions and we are ab-
solutely not responsible for 
climate change,” Javadekar 
said answering questions on 
the Paris Climate Change 
Agreement of which India is 
a signatory.

The minister firmly stated 
that India was a sufferer, not 
a perpetrator of the climate 
change problem.

“We are the sufferers. That 
is why our stand has been 
that the developed nations 
should reduce their carbon 
emissions, and transfer 
technology at low costs to 
developing nations to help 
them further reduce their 
emissions,” Javadekar said 
adding that not every major 
environmental event was 
taking place due to climate 
change.

He was speaking in context 
of the recent Chamoli floods 
and forest fires.

“Every such natural in-
cident is not related to or 
caused climate change alone. 

These events have a history 
and over hundred to 1,000 
years we see recurrence of 
such events,” he said.

The minister informed the 
house that the government 
had developed an efficient 
system of forest fire alarms 
which was helping it avert 
major disasters even in areas 
with tough terrains.

Javadekar also said plans 
had been developed with 
states to reduce pollution in 
India’s top 100 polluted cit-
ies in the next five years. He 
also took a swipe at the AAP 
led Delhi government for 
taking credit for marginal 
reductions in pollution in the 
capital city noting that the re-
duction was a result of steps 
taken by the Centre.

We extend our most heartfelt 
condolences on the death of Ab Gani 
Yatoo R/o Banzdoo Pulwama . 
Our thoughts and prayers are always 
with the family during this tragic 
time.

CONDOLENCE

FROM SODAGAR FILLING STATION SHOPIAN

May Allah Rest his Soul in Jannah

NOTICE
I lost my driving license bearing no 5879,now I 
want duplicate for this same, any body having any 
objection he/she may contact ARTO Pulwama with 
in seven days, after expiry no objection will be 
entertained. 

Javaid Ahmad Koka
S/o Gulam Hassan Koka

R/o Mahmoodabad Doru Anantnag.

SAD DEMISE
It is sadly inform that Mr. Gh.  Rasool 
Bhat of Maisuma Passed away on 
Thursday 18-03-2021 Fateh Khawani 
Shall be held at their Ancestral graveyard 
at Dalgate at 10.30 AM on 22-03-2021 
Monday . 
The Taziyat Will be held at Maisuma Sgr.

Bereaved Family
Zahoor Ahmad Bhat, Shabir Ahmad Bhat, 

Tariq Ahmad Bhat, 7006834855

OFFICE OF THE REGIONAL TRANSPORT 
OFFICER,KASHMIR

NOTICE
Whereas an application for the transfer of ownership has 
been received from Faisal Lateef Kumar S/o Latef Ahmad 
Kumar  R/o Buchwara Dalgate Near Hotel Hill Station  Sgr. 
(Transferor) of Scooty Bearing Registration No. JK01AM-3194  
Engine No: 002359 Chasis No. 001282 Model: 2020 In Favour 
of Shri Wasim Akram Mir S/O Mohd. Akram Mir R/o Rambagh 
balla Jamia Masjid Sgr. (Transfere)

Now therefore it is notified that for the information of the General public that the representation/
objection,if any in connection with the proposed transfer will be received Within a period of 
7 days from the date of publication of this notice in the daily newspaper. No representation/
objection shall be considered unless it is made in written the aforesaid period.

No/JK/RTOK/7992
Dated:18/03/2021

Sd/-
Regional Transport 

Office Kashmir

Srinagar  /SaturDay / 20 march i 202106 OBSERVER
SRINAGAR

NATIONAL

union territory of Jammu & Kashmir.

cOmBinED Drug & FOOD LaB, PatOLi mangOtrian, Jammu).
EmaiL: presidentjkpharmacycouncil@gmail.com, tele: 0191-2536043.

to          SPEED POST/
          MAIL/OUT TODAY.
Mr. Mubashir Ahmad Hakeem,
S/o Mr. Shabir Ahmed,
R/o Konan, Distt-Bandipora (Kashmir).
Email: alhakeemmedicose44@gmail.com.
no: JKPc/Scn/2021/226/1025-39.                                  Dated: 15.03.2021.
Subject: Show Cause Notice.
Whereas, the Pharmacy council of union territory of J&K issued a Public notice under endorsement no: JKPc-86/Estt/681-91, Dated: 16.12.2020 
inviting therein applications for re-registration/validation of Pharmacist registration certificates of all those persons who were registered as Phar-
macist under the repealed J&K Pharmacy act, Samvat, 2011, (1955, a.D);
Whereas, the above exercise was initiated in pursuance to provisio (32c) incorporated in the Pharmacy act, 1948;
Whereas, an application from your end was uploaded in the Online Portal vide Form reference no: Phar014653, Dated: 25.02.2021;
Whereas, after perusal of office records/scrutiny of uploaded documents following discrepancies were observed;
i. that the registration number: 385 mentioned in the uploaded certificate actually belongs to mr. anil Kumar Kohli S/o mr. mohan Lal r/o 
aghar Jittoo, Distt-reasi;
ii. that the registration certificate has not been prepared/ signed by any of the Office bearers of the council;
iii. that the signature of issuing authority also does not belong to any one of the competent authorities who have  discharged such role in 
the council;
Whereas, you have indulged in unfair means and submitted fictitious documents by resorting to manipulation and misrepresentation/imperson-
ation;
Whereas, there is every apprehension that the certificate so uploaded could have been misused by you to obtain subsequent regulatory clearance;
 in light of the contents of foregoing paras and before initiating any action in the matter, you are hereby afforded an opportunity to 
furnish your response and comments to the undersigned through return mail by or before 22.03.2021 positively;
            it may be noted that in the event of your failure to respond to this notice, the council shall be constrained to initiate ex-parte action against you.

Sd/-
(Lotika Khajuria) (Ex-Officio)President

Jammu & Kashmir Pharmacy Council.DIPK-NB-6482/20

Modi accuses Mamata of 
‘encouraging’ Maoist violence
Kolkata: Accusing the Mamata Ba-
nerjee government of “encouraging” 
Maoist violence and creating their 
“new generation” in West Bengal on 
the eve of the Assembly polls, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday 
asserted that the countdown for the 
ruling Trinamul Congress’ removal 
from power in the state had begun as 
the BJP has already reached the door-
step of its manzil (goal) of victory.

“A nirmam (heartless) government 
of Didi has created a new generation 
of Maoists who loot the money of the 
poor through the TMC. The whole of 
Bengal knows who protects the coal 
and sand mafia. The Didi govern-
ment encourages the Maoist violence 
also for its political gains. You suf-
fer the loss out of it,’ Mr Modi told a 
BJP campaign rally in Purulia, one 
of the key Jangalmahal districts with 
a thick tribal votebank now with the 
saffron party, that will go to the polls 
on March 27, in the first of the eight 
phases.

Tearing into Ms Banerjee’s rule, 
the PM alleged: “A great injustice 
has been done with Purulia and Jan-
galmahal in the last 10 years. I can feel 
your pain and problems even while 
living in Delhi. That is why I am giv-
ing you an assurance about eliminat-
ing it. I know very well how the rights 

of the youth were snatched away and 
given to someone else. I am also aware 
of how betrayal has been meted out to 
members of the poor belonging to the 
SC/ST and OBCs.”

Confident of the BJP forming its 
first government in the state, Mr Modi 
added: “The days of the TMC and its 
government are now numbered in 
Bengal. The countdown has begun. 
Didi also realises it very well. That’s 
why she is trying to appear that (she 
has) changed. But this is not real. This 
reflects her fear of losing. Now the peo-

ple are saying: Lok Sabha Mein Half, 
Is Bar Puri Saaf. We have reached our 
Manzil. Bhoy Aar Noy, Ebar Hobe Joy 
(No more fear, this time there will be 
victory).”

Vowing to put those who resorted to 
atrocities on trial after the BJP forms a 
government in the state, the PM raised 
a new slogan, saying: “On May 2 Didi 
Jachchhe, Asol Poriborton Aschhe” 
(On May 2, Didi is going to leave, and 
real change is coming); after punctur-
ing the Trinamul Congress’ campaign 
of Khela Hobe (Game On) with the 

saffron party’s promise: Chakri Hobe, 
Shiksha Hobe, Bikash Hobe, Mohilader 
Uthhan Hobe, Yubo Shoktir Sompurno 
Bikash Hobe, Hospital Hobe (There will 
be jobs, education, development, wom-
en’s upliftment, total growth of youth 
power, hospitals). The PM teased Ms 
Banerjee, saying: “You have played 
with the people a lot. Now the game will 
be over.”

Announcing the sanction of various 
projects worth Rs 50,000 crores for the 
state, he also wondered why the TMC 
government could not build a bridge 
even in the past 10 years. Seeking an 
account from the two-time CM of her 
government’s development work in 
her decade-long rule, the PM, high-
lighting the Centre's DBT (Direct 
Bank Transfer) initiative in major 
welfare schemes, also mocked the 
TMC as standing for “Transfer My 
Commission” over the evils of “Cut 
Money, Syndicate Raj and Extortion” 
to deprive poor people.

He, however, wished the TMC su-
premo a quick recovery from the leg 
injuries that she had suffered at Nan-
digram in East Midnapore last week. 
“When she got hurt, I also got worried. 
I pray to God for her quick recovery,” 
Mr Modi said in his reply to the TMC’s 
question earlier about his silence on 
the incident.

Europe, US top carbon emitters 
historically; India a sufferer: Govt
New Delhi: The government 
on Friday said India was a 
sufferer, not a perpetrator 
of climate change with the 
European Continent and the 
US being top carbon emitters 
over the past two centuries.

Environment Minister 
Prakash Javadekar on Fri-
day shared historical carbon 
emission data by major re-
gions and nations between 
1751 and 2017 and said the 
European Continent contrib-
uted 514 billion tones to over-
all global carbon emissions 
during the period, which 
makes 33 per cent of the en-
tire carbon footprint burden.

“I have data from 1751 to 
2017. The European continent 
has contributed 33 per cent – 
514 billion tons -- of historical 
emissions over this period. 
The US has contributed 25 
per cent, which is 400 billion 
tons; China has contributed 
over 13 per cent, which comes 
to 200 billion tons while In-
dia has contributed only 48 
billion tones. Our net emis-
sions are much lower than 
these regions and we are ab-
solutely not responsible for 
climate change,” Javadekar 
said answering questions on 
the Paris Climate Change 
Agreement of which India is 
a signatory.

The minister firmly stated 
that India was a sufferer, not 
a perpetrator of the climate 
change problem.

“We are the sufferers. That 
is why our stand has been 
that the developed nations 
should reduce their carbon 
emissions, and transfer 
technology at low costs to 
developing nations to help 
them further reduce their 
emissions,” Javadekar said 
adding that not every major 
environmental event was 
taking place due to climate 
change.

He was speaking in context 
of the recent Chamoli floods 
and forest fires.

“Every such natural in-
cident is not related to or 
caused climate change alone. 

These events have a history 
and over hundred to 1,000 
years we see recurrence of 
such events,” he said.

The minister informed the 
house that the government 
had developed an efficient 
system of forest fire alarms 
which was helping it avert 
major disasters even in areas 
with tough terrains.

Javadekar also said plans 
had been developed with 
states to reduce pollution in 
India’s top 100 polluted cit-
ies in the next five years. He 
also took a swipe at the AAP 
led Delhi government for 
taking credit for marginal 
reductions in pollution in the 
capital city noting that the re-
duction was a result of steps 
taken by the Centre.

از اینتب ڈورو اب االجس الغم نسح انگیئ انبئ دلیصحتار

انگ   
ت ن ن

ا� علض  ڈورو  لیصحت  اگذگڈنگ  دولھچ  اسہنک  خیش  ارشف  دمحم  ودل  ارشف  اجفس  دروخاتس :خیش 
RBA رمباد وصحل

ااہتشر رمباد ٓااگیہ رہ اخص و اعم 
اعمہلم دنمرہج ونعان ادصلر ںیم دروخاتس اسلئ / اسہلئ درتف ذٰھا ںیم زری اکرروایئ ےہ ۔ اس ےلسلس 
اسلئ /اسہلئ  ہک  ےہ  ایعں  ےس  سج  ےہ  ایگ  ایک  بلط  راکیرڈ  ومشبل  روپرٹ  ےس  ہقلح  وٹپاری  ںیم 

اسہنک ومعض زراہہم ںیم راہشئ ذپری ےہ اور ہبنک ذبلی ارفاد رپ لمتشم ےہ ۔ 
 ہشیپ رمعانم ربمن امشر 

اسل زمدوری 34 دمحم ارشف خیش ودل الغم روسل  1
اسل رھگولیاکم32ومحمدہ زوہج دمحم ارشف خیش  2
اسل زری میلعت 19 خیش اجفس ودل دمحم ارشف خیش 3
اسل زری میلعت14 خیش اعدب ارشف ودل دمحم ارشف  4

اس ےک العوہ وکیئ ارفاد ہبنک ںیہن ےہ ۔ رسٹیکفیٹ زری ثحب ارجاء رکےن ںیم ارگ یسک صخش وک وکیئ ذعر 
ای ارتعاض وہ وت وہ اانپ ذعر ای ارتعاض درتف ذٰھا ںیم ادنر است ویم شیپ رکںی ۔ دعب زگرےن ایعمد وکیئ یھب 

ذعر ای ارتعاض اقلب وبقل ںیہن وہاگ ۔ 
 انبئ دلیصحتار 

ااینتب ڈورو اب االجس الغم نسح انگیئ انبئ دلیصحتار

انگ   
ت ن ن

ا� علض  ڈورو  لیصحت  ڈ 
�

رکالم� انڈورہ  اسہنک  ٹب  نسح  الغم  رموحم  ودل  ٹب  لصیف  دروخاتس :دمحم 
ڈیسن رسٹیکفیٹ 

� ن
ی پ رمباد وصحل ڈ�ی

ااہتشر رمباد ٓااگیہ رہ اخص و اعم
اعمہلم دنمرہج ونعان ادصلر ںیم  اسلئ اک وادل الغم نسح ٹب ودل دبعاالدح ٹب ہمکحم وپسیل ںیم وطبر 
ارٹکپسن انیعتت  اھت اور ومرہخ 24/01/2001 وک دوران ڈوییٹ رسرگنی ںیم ابرودی رسگن دامھہک ںیم 

دیہش وہایگ۔وتمیف اےنپ ےھچیپ دنمرہج زلی dependent وک وھچڑ ایگ ےہ ۔
 ہشیپ رمعانم ربمن امشر 

  MBA  ےب روزاگر 28 دمحم لصیف رسپ الغم نسح ٹب  1
  رھگولی اکم55 امسمة ہلیکش نسح ویبہ الغم نسح ٹب  2

ےہ  ذپری  راہشئ  ی�ڈہ  علح� وہ  اتمہ  ےہ  المزم  رساکری  وتفیص  دمحم  اٹیب  اور  اکی  اک  ذموکرہ  وتمیف  العوہ  ےک  اس 
اس  ۔ارگ  ےہ  ںیہن  ہبنک  ارفاد  وکیئ  اور  العوہ  ےک  ےہ۔اس  ریبون  ازاخہن  دشہ  اشدی  ہنیمہت  امسمة  یٹیب  اور 
ای  ذعر  اانپ  اواقت  درتفی  دوران  وہ  وت  وہاگ  ارتعاض  ای  ذعر  وکیئ  وک  ااخشص  ای  صخش  یسک  ںیم  ابرے 

ارتعاض ادنر اکی ہتفہ شیپ رکںی ۔ دعب ایعمد زگرےن وکیئ ذعر ای ارتعاض اقلب وبقل ہن وہاگ ۔
انبئ دلیصحتار

از اینتب ڈورو اب االجس الغم نسح انگیئ انبئ دلیصحتار 

 
ت ن ن

� ڈنگ ٓاونگ زملگ�ام لیصحت ڈورو علض ا� دروخاتس : زنری ادمح وگرج اٹھکہن ودل بیبح وگرج اٹھکہن اسہنک �ب
ST انگ رمباد وصحل

ااہتشر رمباد ٓااگیہ 
اعمہلم دنمرہج ونعان ادصلر ںیم دروخاتس اسلئ / اسہلئ درتف ذٰھا ںیم زری اکرروایئ ےہ ۔ اس تبسن 
ہک  ےہ  وہات  ایعں  ےس  سج  ےہ  ایگ  ایک  بلط  راکیرڈ  وقنالت  ولطمہب  ومشبہل  روپرٹ  ےس  ہقلح  وٹپاری 
اسلئ / اسہلئ ومعض ڈماہہم اک / یک وکستن دار ےہ ۔ دنمرہج ابال ولعمامت یک تبسن اور اسلئ / اسہلئ 
ےک قح ںیم دنس ذموکر )ST( ارجاء رکےن ںیم ارگ یسک صخش ای ااخشص وک وکیئ ذعر ای ارتعاض ےہ وت وہ اانپ 
ذعر ای ارتعاض ادنر است ویم درتف ذٰھا ںیم دعب از رہتشم ااہتشر ذٰھا شیپ رکںی ۔ دعب زگرےن ایعمد وکیئ 

ذعر ای ارتعاض اقلب وبقل ںیہن وہاگ ۔
 انبئ دلیصحتار

از اینتب ڈورو اب االجس الغم نسح انگیئ انبئ دلیصحتار 

 
ت ن ن

بل�و لیصحت ڈورو علض ا� �
ن

��  دروخاتس :نسحم ردیش ڈپر و اوسی ردیش ڈپر اوالدان دبعارلدیش ڈپر اسہنک �

RBA انگ رمباد وصحل
ااہتشر رمباد ٓااگیہ 

اعمہلم دنمرہج ونعان ادصلر ںیم دروخاتس اسلئ / اسہلئ درتف ذٰھا ںیم زری اکرروایئ ےہ ۔ اس ےلسلس 
اسلئ /اسہلئ  ہک  ےہ  ایعں  ےس  سج  ےہ  ایگ  ایک  بلط  راکیرڈ  ومشبل  روپرٹ  ےس  ہقلح  وٹپاری  ںیم 
اسہنک ومعض زراہہم ںیم راہشئ ذپری ےہ۔ رسٹیکفیٹ زری ثحب ارجاء رکےن ںیم ارگ یسک صخش وک وکیئ 
ذعر ای ارتعاض وہ وت وہ اانپ ذعر ای ارتعاض درتف ذٰھا ںیم ادنر است ویم شیپ رکںی ۔ دعب زگرےن ایعمد وکیئ 

یھب ذعر ای ارتعاض اقلب وبقل ںیہن وہاگ ۔ 
 انبئ دلیصحتار

ازاینتب وکرکانگ اباالجس دمحم اینیس کلم اصبح انبئ دلیصحتار وکرکانگ 

SC ومضمن دروخاتس: ٓارئہ انیم و البل ادمح امکر اوالدان دمحم انیم امکر اسانکن اکڈنی وارہ
ااہتشر رمباد ٓااگیہ رہ اخص و اعم 

ںیم  ذٰھا  درتف  اکذغات  ںیم  ابرے  اس  ہک  ےہ  ویں  زگارش  ںیم  ادصلر  ونعان  دنمرہج  اعمہلم 
اکذغات زری اکرروایئ ےہ ۔ ہبنک ذبلی ارفاد رپ لمتشم ںیہ ۔

ہشیپانم ہعم ودلتیربمن امشر
الزم دمحم انیم امکر ودل الغم روسل   م۱ 

رھگولیاکم ہمیسن زوہج دمحم انیم امکر  ۲ 
زریمیلعت البل ادمح امکر ودل دمحم انیم امکر  ۳ 
  زریمیلعت ٓارئہ انیم درتخ دمحم انیم۴ 
  رمعردیسہ اسرہ ویبہ الغم روسل امکر۵ 

رسٹیکفیٹ زری ثحب ارجاء رکےن ںیم ارگ یسک صخش وک وکیئ ذعر ای ارتعاض وہ وت وہ اانپ ذعر ای ارتعاض 
ںیہن  وبقل  اقلب  ذعر  وکیئ  دعب  ےک  زگرےن  ایعمد  ۔  رکںی  شیپ  ںیم  ویم  است  ادنر  وک  ذٰھا  درتف 

وہاگ۔ 
 انبئ دلیصحتار وکرکانگ

از اینتب ڈورو اب االجس الغم نسح انگیئ انبئ دلیصحتار

انگ   
ت ن ن

ا� علض  ڈورو  لیصحت  اگذگڈنگ  دولھچ  اسہنک  خیش  ارشف  دمحم  ودل  ارشف  اجفس  دروخاتس :خیش 
RBA رمباد وصحل

ااہتشر رمباد ٓااگیہ رہ اخص و اعم 
اعمہلم دنمرہج ونعان ادصلر ںیم دروخاتس اسلئ / اسہلئ درتف ذٰھا ںیم زری اکرروایئ ےہ ۔ اس ےلسلس 
اسلئ /اسہلئ  ہک  ےہ  ایعں  ےس  سج  ےہ  ایگ  ایک  بلط  راکیرڈ  ومشبل  روپرٹ  ےس  ہقلح  وٹپاری  ںیم 

اسہنک ومعض زراہہم ںیم راہشئ ذپری ےہ اور ہبنک ذبلی ارفاد رپ لمتشم ےہ ۔ 
 ہشیپ رمعانم ربمن امشر 

اسل زمدوری 34 دمحم ارشف خیش ودل الغم روسل  1
اسل رھگولیاکم32ومحمدہ زوہج دمحم ارشف خیش  2
اسل زری میلعت 19 خیش اجفس ودل دمحم ارشف خیش 3
اسل زری میلعت14 خیش اعدب ارشف ودل دمحم ارشف  4

اس ےک العوہ وکیئ ارفاد ہبنک ںیہن ےہ ۔ رسٹیکفیٹ زری ثحب ارجاء رکےن ںیم ارگ یسک صخش وک وکیئ ذعر 
ای ارتعاض وہ وت وہ اانپ ذعر ای ارتعاض درتف ذٰھا ںیم ادنر است ویم شیپ رکںی ۔ دعب زگرےن ایعمد وکیئ یھب 

ذعر ای ارتعاض اقلب وبقل ںیہن وہاگ ۔ 
 انبئ دلیصحتار 

ااینتب ڈورو اب االجس الغم نسح انگیئ انبئ دلیصحتار

انگ   
ت ن ن

ا� علض  ڈورو  لیصحت  ڈ 
�

رکالم� انڈورہ  اسہنک  ٹب  نسح  الغم  رموحم  ودل  ٹب  لصیف  دروخاتس :دمحم 
ڈیسن رسٹیکفیٹ 

� ن
ی پ رمباد وصحل ڈ�ی

ااہتشر رمباد ٓااگیہ رہ اخص و اعم
اعمہلم دنمرہج ونعان ادصلر ںیم  اسلئ اک وادل الغم نسح ٹب ودل دبعاالدح ٹب ہمکحم وپسیل ںیم وطبر 
ارٹکپسن انیعتت  اھت اور ومرہخ 24/01/2001 وک دوران ڈوییٹ رسرگنی ںیم ابرودی رسگن دامھہک ںیم 

دیہش وہایگ۔وتمیف اےنپ ےھچیپ دنمرہج زلی dependent وک وھچڑ ایگ ےہ ۔
 ہشیپ رمعانم ربمن امشر 

  MBA  ےب روزاگر 28 دمحم لصیف رسپ الغم نسح ٹب  1
  رھگولی اکم55 امسمة ہلیکش نسح ویبہ الغم نسح ٹب  2

ےہ  ذپری  راہشئ  ی�ڈہ  علح� وہ  اتمہ  ےہ  المزم  رساکری  وتفیص  دمحم  اٹیب  اور  اکی  اک  ذموکرہ  وتمیف  العوہ  ےک  اس 
اس  ۔ارگ  ےہ  ںیہن  ہبنک  ارفاد  وکیئ  اور  العوہ  ےک  ےہ۔اس  ریبون  ازاخہن  دشہ  اشدی  ہنیمہت  امسمة  یٹیب  اور 
ای  ذعر  اانپ  اواقت  درتفی  دوران  وہ  وت  وہاگ  ارتعاض  ای  ذعر  وکیئ  وک  ااخشص  ای  صخش  یسک  ںیم  ابرے 

ارتعاض ادنر اکی ہتفہ شیپ رکںی ۔ دعب ایعمد زگرےن وکیئ ذعر ای ارتعاض اقلب وبقل ہن وہاگ ۔
انبئ دلیصحتار

از اینتب ڈورو اب االجس الغم نسح انگیئ انبئ دلیصحتار 

 
ت ن ن

� ڈنگ ٓاونگ زملگ�ام لیصحت ڈورو علض ا� دروخاتس : زنری ادمح وگرج اٹھکہن ودل بیبح وگرج اٹھکہن اسہنک �ب
ST انگ رمباد وصحل

ااہتشر رمباد ٓااگیہ 
اعمہلم دنمرہج ونعان ادصلر ںیم دروخاتس اسلئ / اسہلئ درتف ذٰھا ںیم زری اکرروایئ ےہ ۔ اس تبسن 
ہک  ےہ  وہات  ایعں  ےس  سج  ےہ  ایگ  ایک  بلط  راکیرڈ  وقنالت  ولطمہب  ومشبہل  روپرٹ  ےس  ہقلح  وٹپاری 
اسلئ / اسہلئ ومعض ڈماہہم اک / یک وکستن دار ےہ ۔ دنمرہج ابال ولعمامت یک تبسن اور اسلئ / اسہلئ 
ےک قح ںیم دنس ذموکر )ST( ارجاء رکےن ںیم ارگ یسک صخش ای ااخشص وک وکیئ ذعر ای ارتعاض ےہ وت وہ اانپ 
ذعر ای ارتعاض ادنر است ویم درتف ذٰھا ںیم دعب از رہتشم ااہتشر ذٰھا شیپ رکںی ۔ دعب زگرےن ایعمد وکیئ 

ذعر ای ارتعاض اقلب وبقل ںیہن وہاگ ۔
 انبئ دلیصحتار

از اینتب ڈورو اب االجس الغم نسح انگیئ انبئ دلیصحتار 

 
ت ن ن

بل�و لیصحت ڈورو علض ا� �
ن

��  دروخاتس :نسحم ردیش ڈپر و اوسی ردیش ڈپر اوالدان دبعارلدیش ڈپر اسہنک �

RBA انگ رمباد وصحل
ااہتشر رمباد ٓااگیہ 

اعمہلم دنمرہج ونعان ادصلر ںیم دروخاتس اسلئ / اسہلئ درتف ذٰھا ںیم زری اکرروایئ ےہ ۔ اس ےلسلس 
اسلئ /اسہلئ  ہک  ےہ  ایعں  ےس  سج  ےہ  ایگ  ایک  بلط  راکیرڈ  ومشبل  روپرٹ  ےس  ہقلح  وٹپاری  ںیم 
اسہنک ومعض زراہہم ںیم راہشئ ذپری ےہ۔ رسٹیکفیٹ زری ثحب ارجاء رکےن ںیم ارگ یسک صخش وک وکیئ 
ذعر ای ارتعاض وہ وت وہ اانپ ذعر ای ارتعاض درتف ذٰھا ںیم ادنر است ویم شیپ رکںی ۔ دعب زگرےن ایعمد وکیئ 

یھب ذعر ای ارتعاض اقلب وبقل ںیہن وہاگ ۔ 
 انبئ دلیصحتار

ازاینتب وکرکانگ اباالجس دمحم اینیس کلم اصبح انبئ دلیصحتار وکرکانگ 

SC ومضمن دروخاتس: ٓارئہ انیم و البل ادمح امکر اوالدان دمحم انیم امکر اسانکن اکڈنی وارہ
ااہتشر رمباد ٓااگیہ رہ اخص و اعم 

ںیم  ذٰھا  درتف  اکذغات  ںیم  ابرے  اس  ہک  ےہ  ویں  زگارش  ںیم  ادصلر  ونعان  دنمرہج  اعمہلم 
اکذغات زری اکرروایئ ےہ ۔ ہبنک ذبلی ارفاد رپ لمتشم ںیہ ۔

ہشیپانم ہعم ودلتیربمن امشر
الزم دمحم انیم امکر ودل الغم روسل   م۱ 

رھگولیاکم ہمیسن زوہج دمحم انیم امکر  ۲ 
زریمیلعت البل ادمح امکر ودل دمحم انیم امکر  ۳ 
  زریمیلعت ٓارئہ انیم درتخ دمحم انیم۴ 
  رمعردیسہ اسرہ ویبہ الغم روسل امکر۵ 

رسٹیکفیٹ زری ثحب ارجاء رکےن ںیم ارگ یسک صخش وک وکیئ ذعر ای ارتعاض وہ وت وہ اانپ ذعر ای ارتعاض 
ںیہن  وبقل  اقلب  ذعر  وکیئ  دعب  ےک  زگرےن  ایعمد  ۔  رکںی  شیپ  ںیم  ویم  است  ادنر  وک  ذٰھا  درتف 

وہاگ۔ 
 انبئ دلیصحتار وکرکانگ

Modi accuses Mamata of 
‘encouraging’ Maoist violence
Kolkata: Accusing the Ma-
mata Banerjee government 
of “encouraging” Maoist 
violence and creating their 
“new generation” in West 
Bengal on the eve of the As-
sembly polls, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Thursday 
asserted that the countdown 
for the ruling Trinamul Con-
gress’ removal from power 
in the state had begun as the 
BJP has already reached the 
doorstep of its manzil (goal) 
of victory.

“A nirmam (heartless) 
government of Didi has cre-
ated a new generation of 
Maoists who loot the money 
of the poor through the TMC. 
The whole of Bengal knows 
who protects the coal and 
sand mafia. The Didi govern-
ment encourages the Maoist 
violence also for its political 
gains. You suffer the loss out 
of it,’ Mr Modi told a BJP 
campaign rally in Purulia, 
one of the key Jangalmahal 
districts with a thick tribal 
votebank now with the saf-
fron party, that will go to the 
polls on March 27, in the first 
of the eight phases.

Tearing into Ms Banerjee’s 
rule, the PM alleged: “A great 
injustice has been done with 
Purulia and Jangalmahal 
in the last 10 years. I can feel 

your pain and problems even 
while living in Delhi. That 
is why I am giving you an 
assurance about eliminating 
it. I know very well how the 
rights of the youth were 
snatched away and given to 
someone else. I am also aware 
of how betrayal has been 
meted out to members of the 
poor belonging to the SC/ST 
and OBCs.”

Confident of the BJP form-
ing its first government in 
the state, Mr Modi added: 
“The days of the TMC and 
its government are now num-
bered in Bengal. The count-
down has begun. Didi also 
realises it very well. That’s 
why she is trying to appear 
that (she has) changed. But 
this is not real. This reflects 
her fear of losing. Now the 

people are saying: Lok Sabha 
Mein Half, Is Bar Puri Saaf. 
We have reached our Manzil. 
Bhoy Aar Noy, Ebar Hobe 
Joy (No more fear, this time 
there will be victory).”

Vowing to put those who 
resorted to atrocities on 
trial after the BJP forms a 
government in the state, the 
PM raised a new slogan, say-
ing: “On May 2 Didi Jach-
chhe, Asol Poriborton As-
chhe” (On May 2, Didi is 
going to leave, and real change 
is coming); after puncturing 
the Trinamul Congress’ 
campaign of Khela Hobe 
(Game On) with the saffron 
party’s promise: Chakri Hobe, 
Shiksha Hobe, Bikash Hobe, 
Mohilader Uthhan Hobe, 
Yubo Shoktir Sompurno Bi-
kash Hobe, Hospital Hobe 

(There will be jobs, education, 
development, women’s uplift-
ment, total growth of youth 
power, hospitals). The PM 
teased Ms Banerjee, saying: 
“You have played with the 
people a lot. Now the game 
will be over.”

Announcing the sanction 
of various projects worth Rs 
50,000 crores for the state, 
he also wondered why the 
TMC government could not 
build a bridge even in the 
past 10 years. Seeking an ac-
count from the two-time CM 
of her government’s develop-
ment work in her decade-long 
rule, the PM, highlighting 
the Centre's DBT (Direct Bank 
Transfer) initiative in major 
welfare schemes, also mocked 
the TMC as standing for 
“Transfer My Commission” 
over the evils of “Cut Money, 
Syndicate Raj and Extortion” 
to deprive poor people.

He, however, wished the 
TMC supremo a quick recov-
ery from the leg injuries that 
she had suffered at Nandi-
gram in East Midnapore last 
week. “When she got hurt, I 
also got worried. I pray to 
God for her quick recovery,” 
Mr Modi said in his reply to 
the TMC’s question earlier 
about his silence on the in-
cident.

Covid-19: Maharashtra announces 
fresh curbs; private offices, 
theatres to operate at 50 pc capacity

Mumbai: In light of the ris-
ing number of coronavirus 
cases, the Maharashtra gov-
ernment on Friday imposed 
restrictions on drama the-
atres and auditoriums in the 
state, asking them to operate 
only at 50 per cent of their 
capacity till March 31.

Similarly, private offices, 
except those related to health 
and other essential services, 
will be allowed to function 
only at 50 per cent of their 
capacity, a government no-
tification issued on Friday 
said.

In case of government and 
semi-government offices, the 

head of the office will take 
a decision regarding the staff 
attendance and ensure ad-
herence to COVID-19 proto-
cols.

The order comes a day af-
ter the state saw a single-day 
rise of 25,833 coronavirus 
cases, the highest daily surge 
since the outbreak of the 
pandemic last year.

As per the notification, 
drama halls and auditoriums 
will not be used for religious, 
political, cultural and social 
gatherings.

If the order is violated, the 
drama theatres and audito-
riums concerned will have 

to remain closed for a period 
until the COVID-19 pandem-
ic stays notified as a disaster 
by the central government, 
it said.

Violations shall attract 
penalties under the law for 
the owner of the premises.

On March 15, the state gov-
ernment had notified that 
cinema halls, hotels, restau-
rants and offices, except those 
related to health and essen-
tial services, will function 
at 50 per cent of their capac-
ity.

But the Friday's order has 
included drama theatres and 
auditoriums as well.

The order, however, allowed 
the manufacturing sector to 
function at full capacity, but 
advised that the workforce 
be reduced to ensure adequate 
social distancing on the pro-
duction floor.

For the purpose of main-
taining social distancing, 
manufacturing units may 
be allowed to increase work-
ing shifts as approved by 
local authorities.

No entry will be allowed 
without proper wearing of 
masks, temperature measur-
ing devices to be used to 
ensure no one with fever gets 
an entry, it said. — PTI

Centre has stopped doorstep 
delivery of ration scheme: AAP
New Delhi: The Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) on 
Friday claimed that the 
Centre has asked the 
Delhi Government to with-
draw its doorstep delivery 
scheme for food grains.

AAP's chief spokesper-
son Saurav Bharadwaj 
addressing a press confer-
ence at the party office said 
the Centre has put the AAP 
government's flagship 
scheme on hold and has 
asked it to withdraw the 
scheme.

Bharadwaj questioned 
the timing of stopping the 
scheme just a few days 
before it was scheduled to 
be launched. According 
to the Delhi government's 
earlier announcement, the 
doorstep delivery scheme 
was scheduled to start from 
March 25. "The Central 
Government must with-
draw this direction and 
allow the Delhi government 
to launch the scheme. The 
AAP government has not 
taken a single penny for 
this scheme from the Cen-
tre and if such a scheme 
prevents rampant corrup-
tion, the Centre shouldn't 
take umbrage," Bharadwaj 

added.
The doorstep delivery 

of ration was a flagship 
scheme of the AAP govern-
ment which was announced 
by Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal on Repub-
lic Day this year.

"After AAP came to 
power in Delhi, Chief Min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal 
decided to take some steps 
in the food grains distribu-
tion system. 

Despite the increase in 
the commission of the ra-
tion dealers, there were 
several complaints from 
the poor that in Delhi the 
ration shops do not open 
regularly, which leads to 
the poor suffering a lot. 
To get just five kg of ration 
a poor person needs to 
stand in the queue from 
the morning to evening. 
The Delhi government 
worked on this policy for 
over three years and de-
cided to deliver ration at 
homes."

He asserted that the 
scheme has been prepared 
to ensure that beneficiaries 
of the government's sub-
sidised food grains get 
ration at their doorstep.

Lok Sabha clears 
Bill to involve private sector 

in mine exploration
New Delhi: The Lok Sabha 
on Friday cleared a signifi-
cant Bill to involve private 
sector participation in mine 
and mineral exploration.

Only 10 per cent of India’s 
geological mining potential 
is currently explored with 
the corresponding propor-
tions significantly higher 
for South Africa and Aus-
tralia whose mineral poten-
tial is comparable to India’s.

“Today is a remarkable 
day for the mining sector. 
The government is unshack-
ling the mineral potential 
of India. The sector cur-
rently contributes only 1.75 
per cent to India’s GDP as 
against 7.5 pc in South Af-
rica and 7 pc in Australia. 
We aim to raise the sector 
contribution to 2.5 pc of the 
GDP,” said Mines Minister 
Pralhad Joshi speaking on 
the Mines and Minerals 
Development and Regulation 
Amendment Bill 2021 which 
amends the 1957 law.

Joshi said of the 10 pc geo-
logical mineral potential 
India has explored so far, 
only 1.5 pc has been mined.

“Corresponding mining 
rates in South Africa and 
Australia are as high as 70 
pc and 80 pc. The reason for 
low potential in India is ex-
clusion of private players 
from exploration. This Bill 
will encourage private play-

ers with advanced explora-
tion technology to participate 
in explorations. It will ensure 
that when the mining lease 
ends, the new bidder who 
gets the lease does not have 
to apply for 23 clearances all 
over again. The Bill allows 
clearances to be transferred 
to the new owner like in 
infra projects,” said Joshi, 
assuring states that they will 
get all financial benefits of 
the liberalization of the min-
eral sector and the Centre 
“will not take a penny.”

The Bill also defines min-
ing which Joshi said the 
parent Act did not do leading 
to misinterpretations. “We 
are also changing the lan-
guage of some clauses to 
make the law less punitive 
for miners,” said Joshi la-
menting that few states were 
engaging in production.

“Nearly 143 mines were 
handed over to various states 
after auctions began five 
years ago ending the discre-
tionary system that prevailed 
under UPA. Of these 143, only 
seven have been auctioned 
by the states. Odisha and 
Karnataka have done very 
well. In March 2020, 334 
mines got expired and of 
these 46 were working mines 
and were given back to states 
for auctions. However only 
28 have been auctioned so 
far,” said Joshi.
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Activities to focus 
on catching the 

rain-where it 
falls, when it falls  

SO NEWS DESK

JAMMU:  The Central Gov-
ernment will be launching 
Jal Shakti Abhiyan-2021 with 
a theme to ‘catch the rain’ – 
where it falls, when it falls; 
this month on 22nd March 
which will continue till 30th 
November, 2021.

The programme envisages 
rainwater harvesting during 
pre and active monsoon 
season through the conver-
gence of various schemes and 
initiatives of various depart-
ments of the Central and State 
Governments. Carrying for-
ward the achievements of 
Jal Shakti Abhiyan-2019, the 
sequel programme will cover 
all urban and rural areas of 
the country including 729 dis-
tricts, 7,195 blocks, 2.55 lakhs 
panchayats, and 6.64 lakh vil-
lages.

In this regard, Cabinet Sec-
retary, Rajiv Gauba chaired 
a high-level meeting with the 

Union Secretaries and Chief 
Secretaries of all States and 
Union territories. Chief Sec-
retary, B V R Subrahmanyam 
along with Administrative 
Secretary, Jal Shakti Depart-
ment participated in the meet-
ing. The Cabinet Secretary 
informed the States/UTs that 
under the programme, active 
participation of the people 
is to be sought for various 
activities like mapping of 
water resources, preparing 
water conservation plans 
through Gram Sabhas, clean-
ing traditional water bodies, 
removing encroachments 
and obstructions in water 
channels, and implementing 
appropriate interventions for 
water conservation. The pro-
gramme will be launched by 
the Prime Minister on 22nd 
March, 2021 on the occasion of 
United Nations’ World Water 
Day. The launch will be fol-
lowed by special Gram Sabhas 
on water conservation and will 
kick start a host of activities 
based on large-scale commu-
nity mobilization throughout 
the monsoon season.Jal Shakti 
Abhiyan will extensively focus 
on the de-centralized rainwater 
collection, storage, and utiliza-

tion to improve soil moisture & 
vegetation cover, raise ground-
water table and mitigate floods 
particularly in low-lying areas, 
besides, raising awareness on 
the importance of freshwater 
availability, conservation of 
water resources and ill-effects 
of degraded and depleting 
water resources. Later, in a 
separate meeting chaired by 
the Chief Secretary, B V R Sub-
rahmanyam, the concerned 
departments were asked 
to plan water-conservation 
related activities over the next 
8 months and ensure people’s 
participation under the pro-
gramme. “The focus of such 
activities is to be on the revival 
of wetlands, protection of flood 
banks, rejuvenation of small 
rivers, and rivulets and con-
servation of water resources”, 
the Chief Secretary said.  

          The departments were 
directed to undertake timely 
initiatives to efficiently cap-
ture and utilize the rainwa-
ter through district-specific 
scientific water conservation 
plan, removal of encroach-
ments around water bodies, 
de-silting of water channels, 
repairs of water harvesting 
structures.

SO NEWS DESK

JAMMU: Advisor to Lieutenant 
Governor Farooq Khan today offi-
cially inaugurated ten days market-
ing exhibition organised by Jammu 
and Kashmir Scheduled Caste, 
Schedule Tribe & Backward Classes 
Development Corporation in col-
laboration with National Minorities 
Finance and Development Corpora-
tion New Delhi, Ministry of Minori-
ties Affairs, GoI.

Ramesh Chander Managing 
Director SC,ST &BC Development 
Corporation besides other senior 
officers of the concerned department 
were also present on the occasion.

The MD informed the Advisor 
that around 40 stalls has been set-up 
to provide platform to the beneficia-
ries that included Kashmiri art and 
craft, Kashmiri embroidery works, 
Kashmiri shawl/suits, Basholi 
shawl, handmade garments, hand-
made crafts, dry fruits etc.

The Advisor inspected all the 
stalls set up by the beneficiaries 
of the Corporation who have come 
from all over the UT of J&K to dis-
play and sell products made by them 
with the loan assistance provided by 

the Corporation.
He also interacted with the ben-

eficiaries and expressed satisfaction 
over the initiatives taken by Corpo-
ration for providing a platform by 

organizing marketing and exhibi-
tion event to its beneficiaries to dis-
play and sell their products.

The Advisor stressed upon the 
Corporation to provide such type 

of opportunities to its beneficiaries 
at National level also so that the 
beneficiaries can share their experi-
ences with people of other states and 
improve the quality of their products 
to sell them at good prices.

Earlier, the Advisor also inau-
gurated an exhibition organised 
by Olampia Exhibition Pvt. Ltd 
at Model Middle School Satwari 
Jammu.

The Advisor was apprised that it 
is North India's premium exhibition 
which is focused on earthmoving 
machinery, construction machinery, 
hot mixture plants, Building mate-
rial, Paints, Interior and Exterior 
designs.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Advisor said that exhibition will 
provide an eco-system for the adop-
tion of innovative technologies in 
the construction sector in a holistic 
manner. 

 He said that the exhibition pro-
vides avenues for interaction among 
stakeholders that can open up new 
areas for collaboration and facili-
tate conversion of ideas into market 
ready products. “It will contribute 
towards achieving sustainable devel-
opment goals", he said.

 Advisor Farooq inaugurates 
ten days marketing exhibition

AGENCIES

KARGIL: Thousands of Muslims staged 
a protest in Kargil after Friday prayers 
against former Shia Waqf Board chief 
Waseem Rizvi who has filed a petition 
for removal of 26 verses from the Holy 
Quran.

  The call for protest was given by 
Anjuman Jamiat-ul-Ulama Isna Asharia 
Kargil-Ladakh. The protest was also held 
in Drass area of Kargil where Sunni and 
Shia clerics led the protest against Rizvi 
and demanded his immediate arrest.

  In Kargil, the protest was led by 
President Anjuman Jamiat-ul-Ulama 
Isna Asharia Kargil-Ladakh, Sheikh 
Nazir Mehdi. Eyewitnesses told KNT 
that thousands of people shortly after 
the culmination of Friday prayers hit to 
road and raised slogans against Waseem 
Rizvi. The protesters also burnt the pho-
tographs of Rizvi whom they called a 
lunatic who has lost his state of mind.

   The protesters said that nobody 
would be allowed to make such “anti-
Quran” remarks.  

  They demand the arrest of Rizvi 
for claiming in his plea in the Supreme 
Court that the 26 verses of Quran he has 
sought to be removed were added in the 
Holy book later and they are used to pro-
mote violence.

  The protesters appealed Government 
of India to arrest lunatic Waseem Rizvi 
without any delay even they made a fer-
vent appeal to the Supreme Court of India 
to reject the petition filed by criminal and 
cheater Rizvi against the Holy Quran.

  The protesters said that Rizvi is a 
criminal against whom the Central 
Bureau of Investigation is probing his 
illegal sale, purchase and transfer of 
Waqf properties in Prayagraj and Kanpur 

districts. “The agency has also registered 
two FIRs against Wasim Rizvi.”

   Meanwhile, protests were also held 
in Kashmir Valley against Rizvi. Large 
number of people participated in these 
protests. They demanded arrest of Rizvi 
without any delay.

   Protest demonstrations continued on 
Friday across Kashmir against the blas-
phemous move by former chairman of 
Uttar Pradesh Shia Waqf Board Waseem 
Rizvi.

  Reports said massive protests were 
held in different parts of Valley in ehich 
thousands of people participated.

  Anjuman Shari Shian president Aga 
Syed Hasan led a protest in Central Kash-
mir’s Budgam. In his address he termed 
Rizvi as devilish and immoral. He said 
that any statement or action against the 
dignity of the Holy Quran that hurts the 
feelings of the Muslims would not be tol-
erated.

  Mirwaiz Molana Amir-ud-Din Shah 
led a strong and collective protest against 
the evil act of Wasim Rizvi in Charar-e-
Sharif.

  He said that Islam had always taught 
peace to the humanity but some “satanic 
people” like Rizvi always try to harm 
peace and create disorder by misrepre-
senting the message of peace and human-
ity for their own petty interests.

 Massive protest in Kargil against 
blasphemy in Kashmir, Kargil

 Jal Shakti Abhiyan 2021’ to be 
launched on 22nd March

SHAFQAT SHEIKH

KISHTWAR: Rashtriya Bal Swasthi-
ya Kariyakarm (RBSK) team of 
Block  Kishtwar Organized a Health 
checkup camp at Govt Middle School 
/Panchayat garh Dharbi (Nagseni) 
kishtwar, zone Kishtwar. During the 
camp screening and Health Checkup 
of School Children and general public 
and COVID 19 test sampling was 
done. Camp was organized under the 
guidance and supervision of Block 
Medical Officer (BMO) Kishtwar, Dr 
Sat Lal Manhas. Where more than 100 
children were screened by Rashtriya 
Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK) 
team of Block Kishtwar. Besides 
check up /awareness, the students 
were made aware by Dr Nazir Hus-
sain, Medical Officer (RBSK) regard-
ing COVID-19 Precautions and sev-
eral health issues.

while talking to media persons, 
Dr Nazir Hussain, Medical Officer , 
said it was a routine work/check up 
of children conduct by RBSK team. 
"A child is future of the Nation so we 

must dedicate ourselves for the pur-
pose of making him/her healthy and 
perfect and Positive response could 
be expected from them in future for 
the whole society and Nation " said Dr 
Noor ul Hassan, Medical Officer After 
the proper check up some cases of 4Ds 
were detected, which were referred 
to District Early Intervention center 
(DEIC) District Hospital Kishtwar for 
further treatment and management.  
And free Medicine were provided to 
the needy children,

Meanwhile, whole the staff / Head 
Master of GMS Dharbi and public of 
the area thanked the whole RBSK 
team of Block Kishtwar for medical 
Camp/screening of children in their 
School/Area. It is to be mentioned 
here that Rashtriya Bal Swasthiya 
Karyakram (RBSK) scheme is a sub 
Scheme under National Health Mis-
sion (NHM) in which children in age 
group 0-18 years are screened and 
then referred to District Early Inter-
vention Center (DEIC) District Hospi-
tal. All treatment and medicines are 
given free of cost.

SRINAGAR: The Principal 
Secretary of Industries and 
Commerce (I&C) Department, 
Ranjan Prakash Thakur today 
reviewed the functioning of 
department and also held an 
introductory meeting of offi-
cers at Sanat Ghar, Bemina, 
here.

The meeting was attended 
by Director I&C, Kashmir, 
Nazim Zia Khan; MD SIDCO, 
Haroon Malik; Joint director, 
Fayaz Ahmed Fayaz; Assis-
tant Director I&C, Arjumand 
Yaqoob; Deputy Director 
Planning, Eram Rashid; Chief 
Accounts officer Industries, 
Dr. Jozy Ara; Public Law offi-
cer, I&C, Masooda Shahbaz and 
others.

While sharing his ideas with 
the officers present in the meet-
ing, Thakur impressed upon 
them to increase local produc-
tion and export of locally made 
products to outside the region. 

Regarding different issues 
raised by the officers, Princi-

pal Secretary assured them 
that all the issues will be taken 
and resolved on priority. 

At the onset of the meeting, 
Director I&C gave a power 
point presentation during 

which he presented an over-
view of the department. 

Later, Principal Secretary 
also held a separate meeting 
with a delegation of valley 
based industrialists led by 

FCIK, president, Shahid 
Kamili during which delibera-
tions were held over different 
aspects of the promotion of 
industrial sector particularly 
MSME.

 Thakur reviews functioning of I&C Deptt Kashmir
Interacts with representatives of FCIK

 RBSK team Kishtwar Organizes 
screening cum Health checkup camp

Night flights at Srinagar International Airport soon as Go-Air conducts successful Trial
JAHANGIR SOFI

SRINAGAR: In a significant devel-
opment, Go-Air Friday conducted 
the successful trial for the night 
flight operations at the Srinagar 
International Airport with authori-
ties hopeful of full-fledged night 
operations at the airport after final 
approval from the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA) next 
week.

Director Srinagar Airport San-
tosh Dhoke while speaking to the 
news agency said, “Today the Go 

Air started it’s trial flight for Night 
Flight Operations from Srinagar 
Airport to Delhi and it was a suc-
cessful one and for tomorrow Indigo 
Airlines is also likely to follow the 
same.”

He said that after the Air Safety 
team of Go Air and Indigo Airlines 
arrived yesterday and requested 
DGCA for trial Night Flight, at 
Srinagar Airport to check out the 
feasibility for operating the Night 
Flights after which the report is to 
be submitted to DGCA. “The DGCA 
is expected to give final approval 

to night flight operations from Sri-
nagar airport next week,” he said.

Sources at the airport said that 
other airlines will conducted their 
trials from tomorrow on wards.
Interestingly, tour operators had 
been demanding night flight opera-
tions from Srinagar international 
airport since long on the pretext 
that the facility will help boost the 
tourism in Kashmir which ulti-
mately would result in strength-
ening the Valley's economy which 
largely depends on tourism sector.
(KNO)

 Body of a youth 
recovered under 
mysterious 
circumstances in 
south Kashmir

AGENCIES

 
SRINAGAR: Body of a youth 
was recovered under mysterious 
circumstances in the premises of 
a hospital in south Kashmir dis-
trict of Kulgam on Friday, official 
sources said.

 They said panic gripped in 
district hospital, Kulgam, when 
a body was found in the premises 
this afternoon. 

Police was immediately 
informed and the body was 
taken away, they said adding the 
deceased was identified as 27-year-
old Zubair Ahmad Bhat, who was 
working at a tea shop near the hos-
pital.The cause of his death was 
not known, they said adding he 
had reportedly died due to heart 
attack.Police has registered a case 
and initiated proceedings.

Seminar held at 
Krishi Vigyan Bhavan 
Anantnag 
ARIF BLOUCH

Anantnag: A seminar was orga-
nized for the people belonging to 
the backward classes at Karshi 
Vigyan Bhavan Anantnag in 
which various schemes being 
given by the Agricultural Univer-
sity were highlighted in detail.

Certificates were awarded 
by the university upon comple-
tion of the course. Speaking on 
the occasion, Principal Manzoor 
Ahmed said that the objective of 
this training course was to provide 
self-employment scheme to the people 
living in remote areas through loan 
scheme so that that they can establish 
there honey and other units in their 
respective areas.He urged the edu-
cated youth to get benefits through 
subsidy, he said.

MSME DI Srinagar 
organises 12th 
training session on 
Udyam Registration

SO NEWS DESK

SRINAGAR: The MSME Devel-
opment Institute Srinagar under 
Ministry of MSME GOI organized 
the 12th online training session on 
Udyam Registration for the MSMEs 
of J&K dealing with manufacturing 
and services.  

During the webinar, Assistant 
Director MSME DI Srinagar Saheel 
Alaqband explained the whole pro-
cess  through trial registration and 
informed MSMEs about the original 
govt. website from which registra-
tion can be done free of cost.

During the training, while dis-
cussing retail/wholesale trade, He 
stressed on the fact that  Udyam 
registration is meant only for Manu-
facturing and Service enterprises   
and does not include  divisions 45, 
46 & 47  of  NIC  2008 which  deal 
with Wholesale and retail trade  of 
Items as no such NIC code will be 
found on  Udyam portal also during 
registration. 

SHAFQAT SHEIKH

JAMMU: The Block Development 
Officer Bunjwah failed to reply RTI 
Applications filed within the office 
despite the lapse of months together. 
As per details available with the cor-
respondent, An RTI application was 
filed by Applicant vide App. No. 
SS/RTI/2021/1002 dated 11/01/2021 
through Registered Post vide No. 
EE844898836IN dated 11/01/2021. The 
applicant revealed that till date BDO 
Bunjwah failed to reply the RTI appli-
cation and is violating norms under 
RTI Act 2005.

Another applicant informed that 
a joint RTI Application was filed in 
the Office of BDO Office Bunjwah 
vide App. No. BB/RTI/2021/101 
dated 27/01/2021 but till date no 
communication was made by BDO 
Bunjwah beside tries to befool 
the applicants despite the lapse of 
months together.

Meanwhile another applicant 
informed that, I have filed an RTI appli-
cation in the office of BDO Office Bun-
jwah vide App. No. BB/RTI/2021/101 
dated 11/02/2021 to unearth the alleged 

scam and misappropriation in RDD 
Block Bunjwah but unfortunately BDO 
Bunjwah failed to communicate reply 
with the applicant till date. 

The applicants while talking with 
correspondent informed that, RDD 
Block Bunjwah is lying defunct since 
from years together and whole nexus is 
being run and operate from AC rooms 
Kishtwar. Adding that there is alleged 
misappropriation of funds under vari-
ous heads that is being withdrawn 
by PRIs, family members of PRIs and 
employees of RDD Block Bunjwah. 

The applicant further added a NYC 
or GRS who are having least salary are 
living luxurious life and have accu-
mulated huge wealth by withdrawing 
the amount, meant for general public. 
Adding that the PRIs are also involved 
with employees of RDD Block Bun-
jwah.

The applicants informed and 
we have approached Ist Appeallate 
Authority Assistant Commissioner 
Kishtwar and filed First Appeal 
Application against a proper receipt 
vide No. ACDK/943 and ACDK/944 
dated 16/03/2021, ACDK/953 dated 
18/03/2021. 

 BDO Bunjwah failed to reply 
RTI Applications

 Applicants approached Its 
Appeallate Authority to seek justice

Tawi Riverfront to be developed on the 
lines of Sabarmati Riverfront: LG

SO NEWS DESK

AHMADABAD: Lieutenant 
Governor, Manoj Sinha today 
visited Sabarmati Riverfront 
in Ahmedabad to take on-spot 
assessment and get first-hand 
information on the Sabarmati 
Riverfront Development Proj-
ect, on whose lines Tawi Riv-
erfront in Jammu would be 
developed.

The Lt Governor discussed 
in detail about the challeng-
es and best practices adopted 
during the development of 
Sabarmati Riverfront, besides 
flood control measures to be 
taken while developing Tawi 
Riverfront.

The concerned officials also 
briefed the Lt Governor about 
the development model and 
concept of the Sabarmati Riv-
erfront.

An overview was taken by 
the Lt Governor pertaining 
to the development of Biodi-
versity Park, streets, River 
Promenade, and general fa-
cilities under Sabarmati Riv-
erfront Development project. 
He also enquired about the 
mechanism being laid down 

for the development of upcom-
ing attractions like Pedestri-
an Bridge, Sports complex, 
Multi-Level Car Parking etc.

Rivers are the cradle of civi-
lization and reflect the culture 
and history of a place. We will 
ensure aesthetic value of Tawi 
Riverfront, developing natural 
purification capability, be-
sides sustainable development 
of environment and urban in-
frastructure.  Experts are be-
ing roped for early execution 
of the prestigious Tawi River-
front Project which was pend-
ing for many years, said the Lt 
Governor.

Sh. Keshav Varma, Chair-
man, Sabarmati River Front 
Development Corporation Ltd 
(SRFDCL) has been sharing 
his expertise with the J&K 
Government for development 
of Tawi Riverfront on the lines 
of Sabarmati Riverfront which 
is one of the important compo-
nents of Jammu Smart City 
project, he added.

Learning gained from the 
experience of this visit will 
be applied in full letter and 
spirit to develop Tawi River-
front on the lines of Sabarma-
ti Riverfront, observed the Lt 
Governor.
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Babar Azam defends call 
to include Sharjeel
Karachi: For close to 18 months 
Babar Azam’s captaincy tenure has 
been one of rather smooth sailing. 
Evidence from the recent week, 
however, would suggest that choppy 
waters aren’t far away. The 26-year-
old, who is fighting a legal battle on 
the personal front, has also had to 
concurrently deal with news leaks 
of his apparent displeasure with the 
selection committee over the person-
nel selected for the forthcoming tour 
of South Africa and Zimbabwe.

Addressing the press before the 
start of Pakistan’s preparatory 
camp, Azam attempted to quell the 
off-field chatter around him. “The 
rumours doing the rounds about 
team selection ... in my opinion, 
these matters of meetings are better 
left inside the meeting. When they 
are brought out, it’s not good,” he 
said. “Debates are good. There will 
be differences of opinions but they 
are best kept inside the room. This 
is not my team, this is our team and 
it’s my responsibility to take the 
team forward. I understand the goal 
of selection. The endeavour is to get 
the best players and I welcome all 
the new inclusions.”

Amid the controversy of selection 
committee meeting leaks, it came 
to light that opener Sharjeel Khan’s 
surprise recall into the T20I squad 
was handed at the behest of Azam. 
Sharjeel, who was suspended for his 
part in the spot-fixing scandal that 
marred PSL’s second edition, hasn’t 

played for the national team since 
January 2017.

But in the just-suspended season 
of the PSL, he partnered Azam at the 
top of the order and gave a display of 
his T20 wares by hitting a hundred 
against Islamabad United and anoth-
er half-century against Lahore Qa-
landars. Incidentally, Sharjeel also 
hit a hundred in the inaugural edi-
tion of the PSL, which earned him 
a late call-up to the 2016 T20 World 
Cup squad.

Concerns over Sharjeel’s selection 
in the T20 team this time have been 
put down to his poor fitness levels 
with experts suggesting that his in-
clusion will set a bad precedent over 
the requirements for national team 
selection. “I’ve played with Sharjeel 

Khan and I know he can’t become a 
Shadab Khan suddenly,” Azam said.

“But we have to carry him. I agree 
his fitness might not be there yet. 
But the way he is playing, his form, 
he can help us. 

I’ve played with him in Karachi 
Kings too. He’s one of the best play-
ers, he can totally change the game. 
Yes, he is working on his fitness. 
And also, I’ve asked for him only in 
the T20s because it is a short format 
and in a short format you can adjust 
a bit.

“He’s played domestic four-day, 
one-day, PSL too. In my opinion, 
there’s not much of an issue with 
fitness, yes he’s a little ‘healthy’, but 
work is in progress. I’ll repeat that 
he’s a match-winner and his fielding 

is not an issue. He’s part of the team 
and if we back him, it will be benefi-
cial for us.”

Besides Sharjeel, Pakistan have 
also summoned the likes of Azam 
Khan and Sohaib Maqsood for 
camps at the National Cricket Acad-
emy. The skipper revealed that it 
was a conscious decision to get peo-
ple in the management’s long-term 
vision to upskill and work on their 
fitness and be ready for a national 
team call-up.

Pakistan will play three ODIs 
starting April 2 against South Afri-
ca followed by four T20Is. They are 
expected to play three more T20Is 
against Zimbabwe as they build to-
wards the T20 World Cup in India 
later this year.

“This is an important tour for us,” 
Azam said. “We have the winning 
momentum to maintain. There’s 
been a lot of gap since our last ODI 
against Zimbabwe. So we’ll play two 
practice [intra-squad] one-dayers at 
the camp before the South Africa 
series. 

It’s an important series for World 
Cup qualification. Hopefully, we can 
collect points.

“It’s also an opportunity for young 
guys to take up and polish their 
games, with an away tour of West 
Indies to come followed by a series 
against New Zealand. 

The endeavour is for the team to 
keep doing well and hopefully climb 
into the Top 3.”

Bangladesh look to strike 
early against new-look New Zealand
Wellington: When Russell 
Domingo says he believes 
Bangladesh are capable of 
winning the ODI series in 
New Zealand, you could 
suggest he's being too opti-
mistic. But the Bangladesh 
head coach knows his team 
is most confident in a 50-over 
contest. It's the only format 
where they have more wins 
than losses.

Bangladesh can also sense 
an opportunity because the 
hosts will field an eleven 
without Kane Williamson 
and Ross Taylor together for 
the first time in six years. But 
the visitors themselves have 
had to deal with a big absen-
tee in the form of Shakib Al 
Hasan. They come into the 
series in good form in the for-
mat, having recently blanked 
West Indies 3-0 at home to 
start their Cricket World 
Cup Super League campaign. 
With 30 points already in the 
bag, they'll be keen to hunt 
for more and it's crucial they 
are able to strike early in the 
series.

The major challenge for 
Bangladesh will be to tackle 
New Zealand's pacers. The 
onus will be on the batsmen 
to ensure they are consistent-
ly posting 300 or more to give 
the bowlers a fighting chance. 
However, facing Trent Boult, 
Tim Southee, Kyle Jamie-
son and Matt Henry in their 
home conditions isn't going 
to be straightforward. New 

Zealand haven't played an 
ODI for over a year now. 
But, in the same period and 
post the pandemic-induced 
break, they've been ruthless 
at home in Tests and played 
some good cricket in the T20I 
series against Australia. 

Tom Latham, who will be 
playing his 100th ODI, will 
lead the side and is bank-
ing on Devon Conway to fill 
the Williamson-sized void. 
He will have to marshall 
a slightly inexperienced 
group but feels the squad 
is capable of continuing the 
good run New Zealand have 
had.

What: New Zealand vs Ban-
gladesh, 1st ODI, March 20, 
11am local time 0330am IST

Where: University Oval, 
Dunedin

What to expect:With the 

weather set to be fair and 
short boundaries on offer, the 
batsmen can expect a slightly 
easier outing. The onus will 
be on the bowlers to set up 
the match for their team.

Team news:
New Zealand: Devon Con-

way, Will Young and Daryl 
Mitchell will make their de-
but. The hosts will have to 
choose which three pacers 
they want to play

Probable XI: Martin Gup-
till, Henry Nicholls, Devon 
Conway, Tom Latham (c & 
wk), Will Young, James Nee-
sham, Daryl Mitchell, Mitch-
ell Santner, Tim Southee, 
Trent Boult, Kyle Jamieson.

Bangladesh: The visitors 
are still waiting for a fitness 
update on Mossaddek Hos-
sain before making a call on 
the final eleven.

Probable XI: Tamim Iqbal 
(c), Liton Das, Najmul Hos-
sain, Mosaddek Hossain/Mo-
hammad Mithun, Mushfiqur 
Rahim (wk), Mahmudullah, 
Soumya Sarkar, Mohammad 
Saifuddin, Mehidy Hasan 
Miraz, Mustafizur Rahman, 
Hasan Mahmud/Taskin 
Ahmed.

What they said:
"It's a great opportunity for 

this group. A slightly differ-
ent group with a few new fac-
es in this side. We've played 
some really good cricket this 
year, red ball and white ball, 
so hoping that will continue" 
- Tom Latham.

Latham senses 'great opportunity' for 
new-look New Zealand side

Auckland: There is a signif-
icant void in New Zealand’s 
ODI squad to the tune of 383 
matches, 14747 runs and 34 
centuries. The last time the 
Black Caps played without 
either Kane Williamson or 
Ross Taylor was in October 
2014. Stand-in captain Tom 
Latham, who’ll play his 100th 
ODI on Saturday (March 20), 
will have something of an in-
experienced unit to marshall 
in the series opener against 
Bangladesh.

In Devon Conway though, 
Latham will inherit a proven 
performer from the domestic 
circuit with a not too dissim-
ilar appetite for runs like 
the aforementioned greats 
of the game. To a large ex-
tent, Conway’s impending 
ODI debut was delayed due 
to residency requirements. 
But when thrust into the T20 
setup he has already given 
more than a glimpse of his 
vast potential, the 99 against 
Australia at Christchurch a 
rubber-stamping of his read-
iness.

“The last few seasons [Con-
way] has scored a truckload 
of runs in all formats for Wel-

lington,” said Latham on the 
eve of the game. “We’ve seen 
when he’s come into the side 
he’s made every post a win-
ner in terms of the T20 games. 
He’s been in the Test group 
as well and he will get his 
opportunity tomorrow. I’m 
sure he’ll be looking forward 
to showing the form he’s had 
over the last couple of years, 
but also what he’s shown for 
the T20 side.”

Also in line for ODI debuts 
tomorrow are Will Young and 
Daryl Mitchell. Young has al-
ready been thrust into action 
in the Test side along with 

Mitchell, who has 51 wickets 
to go with his three List A 
hundreds.

“It’s a great opportunity for 
this group,” Latham said. “A 
slightly different group with 
a few new faces in this side. 
We’ve played some really 
good cricket this year, red 
ball and white ball, so hoping 
that will continue.”

Expectedly, the pressures 
of the big absentees will fall 
on Latham’s shoulders, who 
is on a quest to fine-tune his 
white-ball game. A regular 
in the ODI side, Latham is 
hoping to show off his power 

game and stake a claim for a 
place in the T20 World Cup 
squad. “I’d love to play T20 
cricket,” Latham said. “I ha-
ven’t played a huge amount 
of T20 cricket for Canterbury 
over the past couple of years.

“Being injured this year 
was a bit disappointing but 
that’s cricket. At the moment 
I’m focused on what I have to 
do with the one-day side and 
if that happens with the T20 
side then I’d love the opportu-
nity to play.

“To play the amount of in-
ternational cricket I have I’ve 
probably gained the experi-
ence in situations. My role 
has been slightly different in 
this side over the past three 
or four years. Being able to 
adapt in different situations 
is the biggest thing I’ve had 
to learn and .... I’m still con-
tinuing to learn ... identifying 
situations, especially in the 
one-day format, of what you 
need to do. “And the power 
game, when that needs to 
come out. It’s always a work-
on, it’s always something that 
you are trying to improve, so 
hopefully, that can keep get-
ting better too.”

Bird pens county deal 
with Lancashire
Adelaide: Jackson Bird, 
Tasmania and Australia 
pacer has penned a red-ball 
contract with Lancashire 
for the upcoming County 
Championship season. Bird 
is set to be available for Lan-
cashire's third game of the 
season against Kent and will 
play six County matches for 
the side. The seamer has 34 
wickets to his name in Tests 
and has bagged 401 first-class 
wickets. He has also taken 22 
scalps in the ongoing Shef-
field Shield competition.

"I'm really happy to have 
the opportunity to come over 
and play for Lancashire," Bird 
said on Thursday (March 18). 
"I've felt in good form during 
this year's Sheffield Shield 
and hope I can continue this 
into the English summer 
and help the Club in the LV= 
County Championship. I feel 
as though I have unfinished 
business in English county 
cricket, and I am looking for-
ward to showing my best to 
my new teammates and the 
Members and supporters at 
Emirates Old Trafford," he 
added.

With Graham Onions 
retiring from professional 

cricket and Richard Gleeson 
troubled by a back problem, 
Bird will add the required 
depth in the pace attack.

"Following Graham On-
ions's retirement at the end of 
last season, it was important 
that we were able to add depth 
to our quick bowling ranks 
and help to replace his on-field 
leadership of the attack. Rich-
ard Gleeson will be unavail-
able due to a back injury for 
the first part of the season, so 
Jackson will give us another 
option for those six four-day 
fixtures," Lancashire Director 
of Cricket Paul Allott.

"Jackson's accuracy and 
ability to swing the ball 
means that he is an incred-
ibly useful asset to have in 
English bowling conditions 
and I am looking forward 
to seeing him in action for 
Lancashire this summer," he 
added.

don't know why there can't be 'I don't know' 
call for umpires: Kohli on soft signal

Ahmedabad: Virat Kohli, 
India captain, made clear 
his stand on the ‘soft-signal’ 
debate that gained traction 
after Suryakumar Yadav’s 
dismissal in the fourth T20I. 
Kohli said that the on-field 
umpire should have the op-
tion of whether to give a soft 
signal to the third umpire in 
relation to judging if a catch 
has been taken cleanly or not.

In the 14th over of India’s 
innings, Yadav pulled Sam 
Curran towards Dawid 
Malan, who initially seemed 
to have pouched a low catch 
at deep-square leg. The on-
field umpire, KN Anantha-
padmanabhan, gave the soft 
signal as “out”. However, one 
of the frames suggested that 
the ball might have made con-
tact with the ground. Viren-
der Sharma, the TV umpire, 
wasn’t fully convinced that 
the catch was taken, despite 
reviewing it numerous times 
for around four minutes. He 
also observed the evidence 
on view “inconclusive” and 

therefore had to stick to 
the on-field umpire’s initial 
soft-signal ruling.

“There was an instance 
during the Test series when 
I was next to Jinks and he 
clearly caught the ball but he 
wasn’t sure so we went up-
stairs,” said Kohli after the 
game on Thursday (March 
18). “If it is a half and half 
effort and the fielder is in 
doubt, there is no way the 
umpire from square leg can 
see it clearly. The soft signal 
becomes that important and 
it becomes tricky. I don’t 
know why there can’t be an ‘I 
don’t know’ call with the um-
pires as well. It is similar to 
the umpire’s call as well.

“These are decisions that 
can change the course of the 
game, especially in these 
big games. We were on the 
receiving side today, and 
tomorrow it could be some 
other team. You want these 
ironed out and keep the game 
really simple and linear. It 
isn’t ideal in high-pressure 

games and have a lot of clari-
ty on the field,” he added.

As per ICC, “soft signal is 
the visual communication by 
the bowler’s end umpire to 
the third umpire (accompa-
nied by additional informa-
tion via two-way radio where 
necessary) of his/her initial 
on-field decision prior to ini-
tiating an Umpire Review.”

Incidentally, this year, the 
MCC World Cricket commit-
tee had a discussion on soft 
signals for catches in relation 
to outside the 30-yard fielding 
circle. 

“The committee felt that 
the soft-signal system worked 
well for catches within the 30-
yard fielding circle, but that 
catches near the boundary 
often left the umpires un-
sighted. 

It was proposed that, for 
such catches, the on-field 
umpires could give an ‘un-
sighted’ instruction to the TV 
umpire, rather than the more 
explicit soft-signal of Out or 
Not out.”

Prasidh Krishna, suryakumar yadav 
earn call-ups for England OdIs

New Delhi: Prasidh Krish-
na, Suryakumar Yadav and 
Krunal Pandya are the new 
faces in the Indian ODI squad 
for the upcoming three-
match series against En-
gland. The All-India Senior 
Selection Committee, led by 
Chetan Sharma, announced 
an 18-member squad for 
the ODI series against En-
gland, with Manish Pandey, 
Mayank Agarwal, Sanju 
Samson, Ravindra Jadeja, 
Jasprit Bumrah, Navdeep 
Saini and Mohammed Shami 
being the ones missing from 
the ODI team that was picked 
for the Australia tour.

Squad: Virat Kohli 
(captain), Rohit Sharma 
(vice-captain), Shikhar Dha-
wan, Shubman Gill, Shreyas 
Iyer, Suryakumar Yadav, 
Hardik Pandya, Rishabh 
Pant (wicket-keeper), KL 
Rahul (wicket-keeper), Yuz-
vendra Chahal, Kuldeep Ya-
dav, Krunal Pandya, Wash-
ington Sundar, T Natarajan, 

Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Md. 
Siraj, Prasidh Krishna, 
Shardul Thakur.

Prasidh, who has played 
for Kolkata Knight Riders 
in the IPL, had a good run in 
the recently concluded Vi-
jay Hazare Trophy in which 
he picked up 14 wickets in 
seven matches at an average 
of 24.5.

 Suryakumar, a proven 
performer in the domestic 
circuit and the IPL, finally 
got a break during the T20I 
series against England, with 
the Mumbai batsman scor-
ing a crucial half-century 
in the fourth T20I. He also 
did well in the Vijay Hazare 
Trophy, accumulating 332 
runs in five matches at an 
average of 66.40, including a 
century and two fifties.

All-rounder Krunal, who 
has been part of the T20I set-
up in the past, scored two 
unbeaten centuries and two 
fifties for Baroda in the do-
mestic 50-over tournament 

recently. Krunal’s presence 
makes up for the absence of 
Ravindra Jadeja who is still 
on the road to full fitness 
since picking up an injury in 
Australia.

Meanwhile, Prithvi Shaw 
and Devdutt Padikkal, the 
top-two run-getters in the Vi-
jay Hazare Trophy and both 
openers, haven’t made the 
cut, with several opening op-
tions already available. One 
of them is Rohit Sharma, who 
returns to the ODI set-up hav-
ing missed the 50-over games 
against Australia, while Shi-
khar Dhawan, Shubman Gill 
and KL Rahul are the other 
openers in the team.

Bhuvneshwar, who made 
his India return in the T20I 
series against England after 
a lengthy absence from in-
ternational cricket (a spate 
of injuries kept him out since 
December 2019), finds a place 
in the 50-over side. Bumrah, 
who is on a personal break, 
hasn’t been considered while 
T Natarajan returns after 
missing the first four T20Is 
against England. Mohammed 
Siraj and Shardul Thakur are 
the other pacers in the squad. 
Yuzvendra Chahal, Kuldeep 
Yadav, Washington Sudar 
and Krunal are the spin op-
tions available for India for 
the ODI series.

The three ODIs, scheduled 
for March 23, 26 and 28, will 
be held at the Maharashtra 
Cricket Association Stadium 
in Pune.

sharath qualifies for 
tokyo Games

Doha: The seasoned Achan-
ta Sharath Kamal today 
became the first Indian pad-
dler to qualify for the Tokyo 
Olympics after a dominant 
win over Pakistan’s Muham-
mad Rameez at the Asian 
Olympic Qualification tour-
nament. The veteran Indian 
thrashed Rameez 11-4, 11-1, 
11-5, 11-4 in a little over 22 
minutes in the second men’s 
singles round-robin match in 
the South Asia group.

Kamal had lost his opening 
match 9-11, 13-15, 11-5, 11-7, 
12-10, 9-11, 8-11 to compatriot 
Gnansekaran Sathiyan.

The win over Rameez en-
sured at least a second-place 
finish for Kamal. One quota 
place is awarded to the high-

est-ranked second-placed 
player. Being the top-ranked 
player in the group, Kamal 
secured the berth under the 
Asian quota.

It will be Kamal’s fourth 
appearance at the Olympic 
Games. “It was a good match 
against Sathiyan but I made 
some errors and he capi-
talised on them to win the 
match,” Kamal said. “I was 
a bit nervous before playing 
against Rameez as I had nev-
er faced him before. But af-
ter the first few games I was 
confident that my strategy 
was working and I executed 
it well to maintain control,” 
the 38-year-old added.

Sharath-Batra in semis
Looking to secure double 

qualification, Kamal also 
cruised into the semifinals 
in the mixed doubles with 
Manika Batra after the pair 
defeated Mohammed Abdul-
wahhab and Maha Faramar-
zi of Qatar 11-6, 11-6, 11-2, 11-3 
in the quarters.

Sathiyan too is just one 
win away from qualifying 
for the Tokyo Games as he 
takes on Rameez in the final 
round-robin group game. — 
PTI

covid hits World cup, 
shooter tests positive

New Delhi: In an inauspi 
cious start to the ISSF World 
Cup in New Delhi, a top in-
ternational shooter has test-
ed positive for Covid-19. The 
shooter in question (named 
withheld due to protocol) is 
currently in isolation in the 
hotel where he was staying.

A member of the organis-
ing committee informed him 
about the situation late on 
Thursday night. He was then 
asked to give a second sam-
ple and his roommate, who 
was also tested, was shifted 
to another room.

The result of the second 
sample was positive as well 
and as a precaution, he will 
be shifted to a hospital. How-
ever, samples of three others 
who are from the same coun-
try have returned negative 
and they are cleared to take 
part in the World Cup that 
starts on Saturday.

Surprisingly, the testing 
agency took 42 hours to give 
the shooter the report of his 
sample.

“We will be moving him to 
a hospital as a precautionary 

measure. Though he has no 
major symptoms, we have 
to take all necessary steps so 
that nothing untoward hap-
pens,” said a source in know 
of the development.

His swab samples were 
taken at the airport when he 
landed with this team. The 
shooter has been one of the 
top performers in the last 
few years, having won multi-
ple medals at the World Cups 
and World Championships 
and has participated in three 
Olympic Games.

Qualification rounds
Meanwhile, Day 1 of the 

event will be restricted to 
qualification rounds in 
the air pistol and air rifle 
disciplines, with the finals 
scheduled to be held on 
Sunday.

Top stars including pistol 
aces Manu Bhaker, Saurabh 
Chaudhary and rifle shoot-
ers Apurvi Chandela, Elave-
nil Valarivan and Divyansh 
Singh Panwar would be seen 
in action as they attempt to 
put India in the driver’s seat 
in qualification.


